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NATO To Take First Steps on UN Forces 
Withdrawal Plan 


AU0702150395 Paris AFP in English 1341 GMT 
7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Brussels, Feb 7 (AFP}-NATO 
ambassadors will Wednesday [8 February] give a green 
light for the alliance’s military wing to take the first step 
towards implementing a plan to withdraw UN troops from 
the former Yugoslavia, diplomatic sources said Tuesday. 


he sources said the ambassadors were set to agree on 
the establishment of communication links between 
seven command and control centres which will be used 
as the logistical spine of a withdrawal operation. 


Two of the centres are to be based in Croatia, three in 
Italy and two elsewhere. 


Diplomats fear the move may strengthen Croatian Pres- 
ident Franco Tudjman’s resolve to send 15,000 UN 
troops in his country home within three months of the 
expiry of their mandate on March 31. 


This is why the links between the command and control 
centres would be set up by a commercial company 1n an 
effort to keep the move as low-key as possible and avoid 
sending a signal to Croatia that NATO regards with- 
drawal as inevitable. 


Juppe Says FRY Summit To Be Held in Paris 


AU0702142395 Paris AFP in English 1329 GMT 
7 Feb 9S 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Feb 7 (AFP)}—A summit 
on former Yugoslavia [FR Y—Former Republic of Yugo- 
slavia] proposed by France and backed by the European 
Union (EU) will take place in Paris if it goes ahead, French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said Tuesday [7 February]. 
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He said the French Government was working flat out to 
broaden support for the summit proposal, which was sup- 
ported by the 14 other members of the EU Monday but has 
been rejected by the Bosnian and Serbian Governments. 


“The 15 have fully approved the French initiative which 
consists of bringing together or trying to bring together in 
Paris the presidents who have accepted the peace plan for 
Bosnia, that’s to say (Franjo) Tudjman for Croatia, (Alia) 
Izetbegovic for Bosnia and (Slobodan) Milosevic for Ser- 
bia,” Juppe told the Europe | commercial radio station. 


“We are working flat out to see if this conference, which 
would be about mutual recognition between the three 
states, can be organized. If we achieve it, it would be a 
very important diplomatic breakthrough,” he added. 


France’s four partners in the “contact group” on 
Bosnia—Britain, Germany, Russia and the United 
States—have agreed “in principle” to the proposal. put 
forward last Tuesday by Juppe. 


EU foreign ministers have said they hope a meeting 
bringing together presidents Izetbegovic, Tudjman and 
Milosevic could pave the way to a new international 
conference on the former Yugoslavia and permit mutual 
recognition of its former component republics. 


They have reaffirmed EU support for the contact group 
partition plan for Bosnia drawn up last summer and 
called on the parties to enter negotiations “on the basis 
of this reasonable and balanced plan.” 


Presented to both sides last summer as non-negotiable. 
the plan was accepted by the Bosnian government and 
rejected by the republic’s secessionist Serbs. 


Announcing the conference plan last week, Juppe said he 
expected a resumption of fighting in Bosnia next spring. 
Negotiations were bogged down, he argued, and “only a 
summit meeting between the main protagonists of the 
drama can provide the required impetus.” 
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EU To Make Mediterranean States ‘Important 
Topic’ 

AU0702135395 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 7 Feb 94 p 5 


[““wha.”-signed report: “More Attention Is To Be Paid 
Again to the Southern Border of the European Union” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Barcelona, 6 February—After 
the eastern border, the European Union (EU) wants to 
make the southern border an important topic of its 
foreign relations this year. For a long time, the southern 
states bordering the Mediterranean, above all the 
Maghreb states. have called for more attention from 
Brussels. The fact that this year. with France and Spain, 
two Mediterranean states preside over the EU benefits 
their wishes. Not only in Brussels. but 2iso in the capitals 
of the Mediterranean countries that do not border on the 
Mediterranean, the effects that the urgent questions in 
northern Africa may have on the EU countries are 
known. A summit conference on Mediterranean qgues- 
tions will take place under Spain's presidency in Barce- 
lona in October or November. The north African coun- 
tries and the states of the eastern Mediterranean will 
participate in it. 


The north African governments are already preparing for 
the conference in Barcelona, and Barcelona itself wants 
to live up to its claim to be the great capital at the 
Mediterranean. It also wants to prove this with a con- 
gress of the big cities of the Mediterranean with a 
symposium entitled “The Mediterranean Challenge” 
organized by the foundation of the liberal party Conver- 
gencia, which 1s the governing party in Catalonia. 


From the point of view of many southern Europeans and 
even more from the view of the north Africans, the word 
challenge is connected with forgetting. In their opinion. 
the European Union has forgotten its southern border 
because it is primarily concerned with the developments 
in Central and Eastern Europe. However. Moroccans, 
Algerians, and Tunisians also understand that, in the 
next few years, the development in the former commu- 
nist states of Europe will still be more important to most 
EU states than the events to the south of the Mediterra- 
nean. At the symposium, the Spanish foreign minister 
used some figures to point out the importance of the 
southern neighboring states for Europe. The volume of 
the European Union's trade with the southern Mediter- 
ranean states is three times as large as that with the 
countries on the eastern border, one-fourth of the energy 
consumption comes from this Mediterranean country [as 
published], and 4 million emigrants from the southern 
neighboring states live on EU territory, compared to 
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only 700,000 from the Central and Eastern European 
countries. Above all, Spain and France are concerned 
about emigration from the Maghreb. After all, the Strait 
of Gibraltar, which separates Spain from Morocco, is 
only 15-km wide. 


How one can provide the inhabitants of the Maghreb 
States with better working and development opportuni- 
ties in their homelands will be a main topic of the 
Mediterranean debate this year. Speakers of the Brussels 
Commission made it clear that these questions cannot be 
solved with more money. In most cases, the fortas of 
development aid common in the past few decades have 
proved to be little effective. The cooperation and the 
active commitment of the affected countries and partic- 
ularly of private enterprises are important, it was stated. 


Assia Bensalah Alaoui, a Moroccan constitutional law 
expert and the wife of a minister, referred to the structures 
of the civilian society in the developing countries, which 
are still very weak. Political parties and institutions from 
the surroundings of the government frequently have to act 
as deputies. It was easier for the politicians and economic 
experts from the Maghreb states to agree to liberal Former 
French Prime Minister Barre, since he was more inclined 
to admit exceptions to the liberal doctrine, as advocated by 
a British speaker in Barcelona. 


In European countries, the fear that the close coopera- 
tion of the Islamic states in the southern Mediterranean 
may strengthen the fundamentalist groups there 1s heard 
frequently. The participants from the Islamic countries 
were of a different opinion in Barcelona: Radical funda- 
mentalism primarily lives on poverty and underdevelop- 
ment. However, fundamentalists were not present in 
Barcelona. It 1s understandable that the north Africans 
complained about the slowness of the Brussels bureau- 
cracy In association negotiations, which ts hard to bear. 
The Spaniards consoled people like Andre Azoulay, 
the—after the king—most important man responsible 
for Moroccan foreign and economic politics by men- 
tioning the seven vears that Spain had to stand befere 
Brussels’ door. 


In his final speech, which was delivered in three lan- 
guages, Catalonian President Jordi Pujol. who ts cur- 
rently the arbiter of Spanish politics as a whole, stated 
that a Mediterranean policy does not exist in most 
European capitals. Not only in northern Europe. For 
months, Italy has not been present in the field of foreign 
politics. France keeps aloof in Mediterranean questions. 
Spain alone is not strong enough. During its presidency, 
Madrid wants to take several initiatives in Mediterra- 
nean politics. 
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Defense Ministry To Send Personnel to Central 
Europe 

LD0602205995 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 2011 GMT 6 Feb 95 


[By Charles Miller, Defense Correspondent, PA News] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The Ministry of Defence is 
planning to export a secret new weapon to the emerging 
democracies of central Evrope next week. 


Joint exercises between the armed forces of Britain and 
the central European states are proving highly successful. 


And there are hopes that agreements will soon be 
reached for the RAF and the Army to train there 
regularly in large numbers. 


But the initial assault will be spearheaded by bands of 
“Whitehall Warriors °. 


MoD [Ministry of Defense] civil servants are to be 
seconded to the defence ministries of Poland, Slovakia 
and the Czech Republic. 


They will help the former eastern bloc hierarchies to 
move towards Western-style democratic principles in the 
control of their armed forces. 


Defence Secretary Malcolm Rifkind, who begins a four- 
day visit to the three countries on Sunday [12 February], 
said the aim was to pass on British expertise in the 
management of defence in a democracy. 


This will include key areas such as budgetry controls, 
purchase of military equipment and public accountability. 


“This is very much a new initiative” said Mr. Rifkind. 
“It 1s a very practical expression about how we feel we 
can pass on Our Own expertise.” 


Mr. Rifkind will watch the historic first joint exercise 
between members of the Czech Armed Forces and a 
company of British Royal Marines commandos. 


He will hold high level discussions with ministers of all 
three countries and call on senior political figures, 
including Polish President Lech Walesa. 


Hurd Outlines Policy on European Single 
Currency 

MS0702104495 London BBC Television Network 
in English 2230 GMT 6 Feb 95 


[Interview with Douglas Hurd, British Foreign Secre- 
tary, by presenter Peter Snow, in London 6 Feb; for the 
“Newsnight” program—recorded] 


[FRIS Transcribed Text] [Snow] Mr Hurd, how long can 
you go on say'ng neither yes, nor no to a single currency? 


{Hurd] Well since the decision, if it comes to us, won't 
come to us before I think 1999, I think it’s right that we 
should use the freedom which the Prime Minister got us 
at Maastricht, to make up our minds on the merits then 
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rather than now. I don’t think many businessmen. oi 
many people in their own lives, make decisions four or 
five years before they have to. 


[Snow] So you distance yourself, do you, from Mr Jonathan 
Aitken [Chief Secretary to the Treasury] who say’s... 


{Hurd, interrupting] No no. 


[Snow] Well he does say, quite clearly, | don’t want a 
single currency period as long as I can possibly foresee’ 


[Hurd] No, Jonathan Aitken said it would be unwise to 
say never, now that’s what I've said today. I think were 
all camped on the line which the Prime Minister set out 
very clearly on Friday [4 February] that if this choice 
comes to us, and he’s preserved our freedom in 11, if this 
choice comes to us it won't be before about 1999. and we 
should take that choice intelligently then rather than 
start defining it now. That seems to be a very common 
sense position, and it’s the position of the whole Cabinet. 


[Snow] Well just to be absolutely clear, you'd like to keep 
a very open mind about 1999. It doesn’t sound as if Mr 
Aitken and some others do want to keep an open mind, 
they want to shut theirs. 


[Hurd] No, no, Jonathan Aitken said it would be a great 
mistake to say never, and that was very wise. 


[Snow] OK. Do you intend, or does the Prime Minister 
intend to raise further conditions before Britain joins the 
single currency, or what. It got rather muddled over the 
weekend about that? 


[Hurd] I don’t think there’s a real muddle, the conditions 
are there, it’s al! set out in the treaty [Maastricht Treaty]. 
The Chancellor will be expounding that further on 
Thursday night. We preserve our freedom, that’s what 
the opt-out means, and we will use that freedom to make 
up our minds as a nation, when and if the choice comes 
before us, and we don’t think that will be before 1999. 


[Snow] Yes, but the Prime Minister wanted to make it 
clear, did he not, on Friday for what seemed to many 
people for the first time, that not only would it be the 
four conversions criteria, but we'd also want to know 
about unemployment levels, real wage levels, and that 
kind of thing, yes? 


[Hurd] If you look at the Treaty of Maastricht, you'll see 
that those wider needs are there, so I don't think there's 
any difficulty about that. Obviously it would be a great 
mistake for anyone, and certainly in our view it would be 
a great mistake for Britain, to join in a single currency 
unless we felt that it was going to succeed, bui we don't 
have to take that decision now. It will be indeed foolish 
to say now, or to say never, and that 1s the view of the 
whole Cabinet. 


[Snow] Mr Hurd do you accept—we've spoken to some 
businessmen tonight—do you accept that there ts con- 
cern in the business community that this uncertainty 
over what your going to do about Europe is damaging 
Britain's prospects? 
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{Hurd] I think we have to make clear during the next— 
before the summer what specific proposals we nitend to 
bring to the conference next year based on the principles 
which the Prime Minister has lard down in his speech at 
Leiden last year, and in his speech in particular last Fnday. 
Now we are now turning those principles into specific 
proposals, so are all the other countries in the community, 
and I believe that out of that we can produce an answer 
which commands pretty general support, not only in my 
party but in the country as a whole. 


Ulster Unionists May Unite on Cross-Border 
Institutions 


M{S0802115695 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 8 Feh 95 p 8 


[Report by John Kampfner: “Unionists Discuss 
Common Front on Ulster] 


[FBIS Transcnbed Text] Northern Ireland's Unionists 
are discussing the possibility of presenting a united front 
to oppose British and Irish government moves to create 
powerful cross-border institutions. 


The Rev lan Paisley, leader of the Democratic Union- 
ists, said yesterday he had held talks with Mr James 
Molyneaux, leader of the Ulster Unionist party [UUP], 
to discuss the framework document. He said an 
announcement may be made shortly showing “the 
Unionists of Northern Ireland. as far as big issues are 
concerned, are one. and we are going to stand together to 
defend the constitutional position of this province firmly 
within the UK”. 


Mr Paisley added: “If Mr Molyneaux and myself talk to 
other people at Westminster who are the enemies of this 
province it is only mght the two elected ieaders of 
Umionism should be able to talk.” 
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Ulster Unionist MPs confirmed that a meeting occurred 
last week, but sought to play down its significance. One 
UUP member said: “Paisley has been seeking a chat for 
some time. Obviously there are many areas of agree- 
ment, but co-ordination 1s something different.” 


The DUP [Democratic Unionist Party} has been seeking 
a united position on constitutional issues but meetings 
between its leaders and those of the larger UUP. from 
which it split in 1971. are rare. 


A more cohesive Unionist front would strengthen the 
hand of those in Northern Ireland and the Conservative 
party who see in the framework document an attempt to 
give Dublin authority over the province. 


A small group of Conservative MPs met Mr Michael 
Ancram, the Northern Ireland minister responsible for 
peace talks, yesterday. One participant said they had 
been “reassured” some passages of the leaked document 
were being re-worded to address Unionist concerns. 


The government has also been keen to dispel speculation 
that Mr Ancram might attend talks with Sinn Fein. Mr 
Ancram has appeared behind the scenes during pres ious 
meetings at Stormont. But British officials have made 
clear that, with Unionist feelings running high, any carly 
upgrading of the talks would be counter-productive 


However last night Mr Dick Spring. the Irish deputy 
prime minister said the Bntish government should meet 
Sinn Fein “sooner rather that later”. He was speaking 
after talks with Mr Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein leader 


The Dail, lower house of the Insh parliament, last night 
voted to repeal the State of Emergency imposed in 1939. 
The Senate ts expected to approve this today 


Paradoxically, Irish police yesterday said they had found 
thousands of rounds of machine gun ammunition thought to 
have been stored by the IRA before the ceasefire. 
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NATO Requests Details of Help for UN Pullout 


LD0702151795 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1410 GMT 7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—NATO has 
asked the German Government to give specific informa- 
tion about its promised assistance in providing back-up 
for a possible withdrawal of Blue Helmet troops from 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. German Defense Minister Volker 
Ruehe (CDU) received a letter to that effect from Brus- 
sels yesterday evening, government Spokesman Dieter 
Vogel said in Bonn today. According to Vogel, the letter 
said that the NATO supreme commander wanted to 
know for planning purposes which German units would 
be on standby for possible deployment. 


Vogel stressed that NATO and the German Government 
still believed that the continued presence of the Blue 
Helmets in Bosnia was “by far” preferable to a possible 
withdrawal, adding that there were also no factors which 
would “now bring forward” the deployment of German 
servicemen. As this 1s an “intermediate step in NATO 
contingency planning,” a formal decision by the Bund- 
estag 1s not needed, Vogel added. 


Minister: Security Threatened by ‘Islamic 
Extremism’ 

LD0602204595 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1904 
GMT 6 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Augsburg (DDP/ADN)—In the 
view of Economic Cooperation Minister Carl-Dieter 
Spranger, Germany's internal security 1s “increasingly 
threatened by Islamic extremism.” Spranger said in an 
interview with the AUGSBURGER ALLGEMEINE that 
it has to be assumed that the fundamentalists, who are 
supported by Iran, Sudan, and several Gulf states, have 
“established a dense network of structures” that span as 
far as Europe. 


Europe has not taken the danger posed by the “radical 
fundamentalists seriously enough up to now.” For a long 
time now it has not just been the internal security of 
France that has been threatened but also that of Ger- 
many, the minister said. It 1s not acceptable that “with 
state support religious education lessons on Islam are 
being introduced in schools,” Spranger stressed. 


Of course Germany wants “to live alongside the large 
majority of peaceful believers in Islam,” Spranger added. 
The danger presented by the “few, radical Muslims” must 
not be “constantly underestimated” though, he said. 


Dresdner Bank Chief Econ. ist on Weakened 
Currencies 


9SENO127A Bonn RHEINISCHER MERKUR 
in German 20 Jan 95 p Il 


{Interview with Dresdner Bank Chief Economist Klaus 
Friedrich by Hans Martin Koelle; place and date not 
given: “Harbingers of New Disturbances”] 


GERMANY 5 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Koelle] Dr. Friedrich, last week's 
currency unrest in Latin America and southern Europe 
created chaos on the stock markets. It has now abated for 
the time being. The Mexican peso ts being helped by a 
United States credit guarantee and the lira immediately 
improved a bit when an independent politician whose 
priority is stability, Lamberto Dini, was appointed prime 
minister. Is that the all-clear signal already? 


[Friedrich] Probably not quite yet. As we have learned by 
experience, such difficulties come in batches and last 
week’s turbulence could be a harbinger. The critical ques- 
tion is how serious and how effective will the policy of 
stability and budget consolidation be that the new Italian 
head of government can implement as a technocrat. 


[Koelle] What is the origin of such fits of weakness and 
are there elements in common in this instance between 
southern Europe, where the Spanish paseta also weak- 
ened, and Mexico? 


[Friedrich] That can happen when the government arti- 
ficially maintains rates of exchange that really should be 
at a different level. That is very obviously the case with 
Spain and, of course, with Mexico as well. There are, to 
be sure, certain advantages in the case of a relatively 
stable currency, but stability must be achieved by a 
suitable economic policy and not simply by an officially 
established rate. 


{Koelle}] The European Monetary System (EMS) experi- 
enced a crisis already once in August !993 because at the 
time the weak currencies were not able to maintain their 
rates within the narrow fluctuation margin The pound 
and the lira left the EMS and, moreover, the fluctuation 
margins were expanded to 30 percent. At the time it was 
said that nothing more could happen with such a gener- 
ously calculated fluctuation margin, and yet the peseta 
came dangerously close to the lower intervention point. 
What is to be done in that case” 


[Friedrich] It would be best to modify Spanish economic 
policy in such a way that the exchange rate would recover 
and stabilize itself. Above all, budgetary discipline ts 
needed for that, but it does not work very rapidly. The 
worst thing would be to allow the peseta to helplessly 
sink to the intervention point because then the central 
banks would have to engage in costly support buying. A 
courageous devaluation would be better in such a case. 
The acute danger ts past for the moment, however. 


[Koelle] And how do things look with the Italian currency? 


| Friedrich] Basically, Italy has the same problem as Spain— 
namely, a lack of budgetary discipline. As prime minister, 
Berlusconi never succeeded in bringing about a consolida- 
tion despite all the advance accolades because the political 
difficuiites simply proved to be overwhelming. 


{Koelle] It is, of course, a happy circumstance for the 
tourists that they are able to make bargain purchases in 
southern Europe and in Mexico as well. German 
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exporters, however, feel the pinch of cheaper competi- 
tion. Will that put a damper on economic activity? 


[Friedrich] First of all, our exports are doing astonishingly 
well. To that extent the fear is somewhat exaggerated that 
all of that 1s now going to be destroyed by the weakness of 
some currencies and by the German mark's corresponding 
rise in price. Even the upward revaluation of the mark in 
comparison to the dollar 1s no longer as critical for German 
exports as it was previously. The European currencies are 
more important—including those of our most important 
trading partners, France and the Benelux countries—and 
their exchange rates are holding the line. If thesc currencies 
were to get weaker, German exports would then indeed 
have greater difficulties. 


[Koelle] What effect does this weakness of the southern 
European currencies have on the preparations for the 
European Monetary Union that. as you know, is to come 
into being by 1999 at the latest” 


[Friedrich] In fact, from the very beginning there was 
talk of only a small group that would come into consid- 
eration for the Monetary Union. | do not believe that 
Spain or Italy would be declared to be candidates for a 
monetary union without further ado. We continue to 
have a very stable core consisting of France, Germany, 
Austria, and perhaps the Benelux countries and Sweden. 
Denmark—Who knows? Certain fears regarding the 
south of Europe—to the effect that it would not be 
qualified for the European Monetary Union for a rela- 
tively long time—are now being realized. 


{Koelle}] Do we then have a two-speed Europe? 


[Friedrich] It 1s stipulated in the Maastricht Treaty that 
those countries can be a part of the Monetary Union that 
satisfy the criteria for stability. Among those who do not 
satisfy them there can be those countries that are very 
close to doing so and wthers that are far from doing so. 
And they can join whenever they satisfy the require- 
ments. As long as they are on the right path, I do not see 
any great discrimination. 


[Koelle] Back to Latin America. Along with Mexico, other 
“emerging markets” have fallen into disrepute. They were 
formerly called “highly speculative securities markets.” 
Should the German investor now be advised to withdraw 
from these risky markets for the sake of caution or should 
he keep his head and wait for the next upswing? 


[Friedrich] That is the old question: What is more 
important in matters relating to stock markets, the 
“fundamentals’’—that 1s, the basic economic figures—or 
the psychology, the herd instinct? On the whole, the 
economy of Latin America has by all means improved in 
regard to the fundamentals. If, however, many investors 
selli—for whatever reason—the price will drop. But what 
have Brazil and Argentina done wrong to deserve having 
their stock markets collapse? Nothing—they are just 
being dragged into it. And yet it should also be said that 
the enthusiasm of late for the emerging markets was 
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probably somewhat exaggerated. Mexico, in particular, 
was not analyzed carefully enough. 


Commentaries Discuss Security Conference in 
Munich 


Need for NATO To Remember ‘Basic Values” 


AUO802085495 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 6 Feb 95 p 3 


{Commentary by Jochen Siemens: “New Course, Old 
Values] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The North Atlantic Alliance has 
resolved to take the year that has just begun as a period 
of consideration and p'>nning for the future of the 
Alliance. How ts the expansion to the East supposed to 
work? How can the transatlantic alliances be kept alive” 
What about the relations with the United Nations? How 
can the European security institutions be interlaced and 
which course does the Alliance intend to take in order to 
prevent imminent confrontations in the Mediterranean 
area? These are brief questions about highly complicated 
problems, which have been tackled ambiguously and 
without real determination. 


The “Security Policy Conference.” which has been 
taking place in Munich for 32 years upon a remarkable 
private initiative, last weekend [4-5 February] lifted the 
veil that has shrouded the future of a Euro-Atlantic 
security system, to a certain extent. What can be scen 
behind it is an Alliance expanded to the East, a perma- 
nent body for dialogue with Russia; an expanded NATO 
treaty that permits all or individual members to use 
NATO units outside the Alliance—for instance on the 
order of the United Nations; a stronger European pillar 
in the Alliance—the Western Furopean Union, a reort- 
entation of the Alliance away from Central Europe to the 
arcs of conflict at its southern and southeastern flank. 


All this can work only if the recipes for NATO's success 
that have been clearly defined by U.S. Defense Secretary 
William Perry, remain the yardstick of its vocations: 
collective defense (one for all, all for one), democracy 
(peace, freedom, human rights, market economy, civilian 
control of the military); consensus (compromise decisions 
that are supported by all members), and cooperative 
security (Common maneuvers and training. public military 
budgets, common doctrine). If one takes these basic values, 
it becomes clear immediately that the expansion pursued 
by the Alliance cannot be a race, but 1s a gradual process— 
with guarantees and not with obstacles. 


NATO exists in a radically changed world and 1s no 
longer confronted with the one single danger that threat- 
ened all members and also united them: attack from the 
East. However, dangers still remain; and NATO's zone 
of stability and security can remain in existence and be 
expanded only if its values, which are its strength, are not 
watered down. Therefore, would-be members that have 
border conflicts, oppress minorities, have not anchored 
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democratic processes and have not established the 
market economy, and do not put their military under 
civihan control cannot join the organization. They 
would claim guarantees without bringing the Alliance 
more security 


At first glance. one might interpret this as agreement for 
expansion, since it will come late anyway or not at all in 
view of such requiremerts. However, the opposite 1s 
true. ‘Inly an Alliance that develops in such a way can 
counter the impression that new blocs are formed and 
can credibly present its defense but determined nature. 
This 1s the only way in which it could be possible to 
establish a European security zone together wi, and not 
against Moscow. And this 1s also the only way \o avoid 
frictions among its old members. 


There are enough reasons for such frictions. Regardless 
of ali assurances and positive declarations of intent by 
ministers, the Munich meeting was unable to hide the 
fact that the Atlantic has become wider. The reasons are 
varied. For many U_S. politicians, the European defense 
identity searched for by the European Union seems to 
mean a turning away from NATO. Europe and Atlanti- 
cism threaten to become a pair of contradictions. The 
Bosnian experience separates Europeans and North 
Americans, who are emphatically advocating the with- 
drawal of the blue helmets and the lifting of the arms 
embargo. And, finally, the United States 1s expenencing 
isolationism, which does not decouple the United States 
from the world, as did earher this century, but still 
does not promote active policy. 


Here the circle closes: If the governments are not able to 
convince their population of the purpose and usefulness 
of NATO, the Alhance will dwindle. The purpose and 
usefulness of NATO, however, can be explained only if 
the Alhance creates security and stability instead of 
acquiring more insecurity because of new members. This 
can be explained only if NATO soldiers have clear 
assignments, supported by parliamentary decisions, 
which serve the security of the Alliance. The Alliance 
cannot be a subcontractor for the United Nations. Deci- 
sions about the way and means of NATO missions 
cannot be made outside the Alliance. If the Alliance 
thinks back to the basic values of its existence, it will 
have a future. If 1 acts on the basis of everyday politics, 
it wall fail 


‘Lost’ Security Consensus in NATO 


11 0802091095 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
1LLGEMEINE in German 6 Feb 95 p 10 


[“Nm” commentary: “Awkward Gesture™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] There were so many discussions 
about “crises in NATO” at the traditional security policy 
conference in Munich that the tendency might be to once 
again shrug off this 5 :ar's debate as routine. However, 
this would be a mistake. The problems of the Alliance are 
based on the fact that Alliance members nowadays have 


GERMANY 7 


different opinions on almost all the rssues on the security 
policy agenda. Therefore, an old proposal 1s warmed up: 
European-U.S. cooperation should be placed on a 
broader basis, for instance in the form of a comprehen- 
sive “transatlantic treaty.” Apart from the fact any 
preliminary versions of such a treaty have borne little 
fruit so far, there 1s the question of where a replacement 
for the lost security policy consensus might be found. In 
the field of world trade, Americans and Europeans are 
rot getting along well, as the problems in concluding the 
GATT have shown. Negotiations on a transatlantic 
agreement might produce new conflicts rather than 
restore the old consensus. The entire thing 1s an awkward 
gesture that 1s supposed to cover up helplessness. 


NATO ‘Agenda’ Following Conference 


AUO802093395 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
7 Feb 9S po 


{Commentary by Herbert Kremp: “Diplomatic Tunes 
Do Not Help Against ‘Basic Instincts} 


[FBIS Translated Text] At a time of dwindling defense 
budgets and uncertain assessments of the international 
Situation, it 1s not easy for defense politicians to be heard. 
They seem tc . * a caste that was paid attention out of 
necessity durn . the past period of global tensions (and 
armament needs), but a caste to which people now prefer to 
give a subordinate place in view of the dominating social 
and labor interests. Right up to the chancellors’ offices, 
there is the opimion that peace has developed a self- 
sustaining strength despite al! the regiwma’ conflicts. The 
security policy conference in Munich did not remain 
untouched by this charactercstic atmosphere 


Five issues were discussed: |. NATO capansion to the 
East; 2. “New conflicts” (Balkans, Caucasus. Maghreb), 3. 
Proliferation of mass destruction weapons and technolo- 
gies; 4. Terrorism, 5. Transatlantic relations and the rela- 
tionship between NATO and the WEU [Western European 
Union] within the framework of the Alliance reform. The 
agenda of dangers and projects was comprerensive enough 
to draw up the outlines of a security strategy. hwwever. the 
discussions showed that Western policy ts lagging behind 
in almost all fields and has not yet freed the approach’ to 
solutions from contradictions. 


This even applies to fields where decisions have already 
been made. Basically, the Alliance agrees to accept 
Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Hungary into 
NATO if they fulfill certain conditions. Russia has 
objected to this. It 1s obvious that the countries in 
question are looking for a guarantee of their security, 
which—according to a simple logic—is to protect them 
against threats from the Russian side. However, the 
official policy of the Alliance member states does not 
accept this logic. According to arguments by Slaus 
Kinkel and others, the expansion is “in Russia's inter- 
est” and contributes to “safeguarding peace for all of 
Europe.” Mr. Yushenkov, chairman of the Duma 
Defense Committee, who appeared as a guest, considers 
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this to be doubtful. He said that the expansion of NATO 
to the Ukraimian borders would give impetus to the 
radical forces in his country. Even though some people in 
the West also fear this, they are closiry their eyes to it. 
The offer of a “security partnership,” ii was made to 
reassure Moscow, met with incomp::? -n3:0n by the 
Russian guest, who is one of the democrats. The fear to 
become isolated cannot be dispelled by this. it 1s too 
deeply rooted. Why do people not believe him? Why 
does the West try by all means to give the impression 
that Russia will applaud NATO's expansion in the end? 
Does it have to applaud? 


The assessment of the fundamentalist dangers is simi- 
larly unclear. So far. they are manifesting themselves 
primarily in the Maghrib, in Algeria, in the undeigrowsd 
of the Middle East “peace process,” and in terror:st 
actions, such as in New York. Individual Western pot» 
ticians are deceiving themselves if they think that one 
can keep them in check by means of “dialogue” (Kinke! ) 
or through economic aid. Islamic (or other) fundamen- 
talists do not react to such offers. They have a massive 
enemy image that ts not affected by the mild tunes of 
classical diplomacy. Fanaticism can be combated only 
with a strategy of military containment. 


All “new conflicts” that erupted after the demise of the 
Soviet Union are charactenzed by deficits in rationality. 
Neither Bosnians nor Serbs, neither Chechens nor Rus- 
sians react to the appeals for reason by the West and the 
United Nations, to mathematical geopolitics, or to eco- 
nomic incentives. They are acting on “basic instincts.” 
Obviously, democracies have problems with under- 
standing that there are things outside their own categories. 


The Western security establishment is similarly helpless 
regarding the proliferation of nuclear, biological, and 
chemical weapons, materials, and know-how. Here, too, a 
completely different concept of culture, a completely dif- 
ferent militant culture has taken hold—in reality or poten- 
tially—of those means of destruction, which have so far 
been made taboo in the form of deterrence or non-use, 
which have been, to be more precise, concentrated in the 
hands of responsible big powers. So far, no effective 
methods to prevent their becoming uncontrollable or per- 
haps even means for terrorist, have been worked out. 


In Munich, it became obvious that the United States and 
Germany want to free NATO from the shackles of the 
United Nations and make it again the sovereign instru- 
ment of European security policy. Expanded relations 
with Washington are the precondition. In contrast, the 
French opt for “European autonomy” and the military 
priority of the WEU. It will not be possible to bridge this 
contradiction with entreaties. 


Conference Shows Usclear Role of NATO 


AU0802110095 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 7 Feb 95 p 12 


[Commentary by Karl Feldmayer: “NATO in the 
Progress Trap™} 
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[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 6 February—Three things 
contribute to the attractiveness of the Munich defense 
conference—since the change it has been called the “Con- 
ference for Security Policy”: the participation of the per- 
sonalities who are instrumental for NATO's security policy 
and who present what they say as their personal opinion, as 
a result of which they can express themselves more freely. 
Since they use this opportunity, this leads to a more open 
exchange than ts otherwise the case. After all, it 1s a stroke 
of luck that Ewald von Kleist is the host. It is two years 
since Chancellor Kohl paid trioute to him in this role and 
said goodbye to him. This year the chancellor did not 
participate, but Ewald von Kleist again presided over his 
conference with the same fnendly and calm sovereignty 
and concentration with which he has done since he estab- 
lished the conference 32 years ago. 


Rock of Hope 


«4 dha tame, NATO was the rock to which not only the 
+ &'G as the youngest member, but also the other Euro- 
pean states clung: On NATO they built the hope to be 
able to preserve their freedom and integrity—thanks to 
the United States’ nuclear guarantees. In political terms 
this was a long time ago because since the Soviet threat 
was eliminated, NATO has been aging at a rapid pace. 
On no other occasion has this become so clear as in 
Munich during the weekend [4-5 February]. This must 
especially touch a man like Kleist. When the defense 
conference was convened for the first time, he was in his 
thirties, but he was already a witness to history as a 
participant in the war and in the resistance to Hitler, he 
is shaped by an old Prussian family. He traversed the 
“thousand-year Reich” as a young man: he witnessed the 
disintegration of the Soviet empire in 1991. Will he now 
witness the end of the Atlantic Alliance? 


The question anticipates the facts—but it has become 
conceivable for politicians. Not only statements by such 
competent guests as Senator Cohen, Richard Perle, and 
Richard Burt, who have belonged to the Munich group 
for years; or the surprisingly open assessment of the 
situation by new NATO Secretary General Claes—who 
was impressive during his first appearance in Munich— 
prove NATO's state. The apparent matter-of-factness 
with which Defense Minister Ruehe said that NATO has 
outlived its usefulness and has to give way to a new 
“American-European partnership” —‘a problem-solving 
community” (whatever that may be)}—which is put on 
another basis was more revealing than the critical 
remarks on the state of the Alliance. 


It was equally surprising who agreed with him on that: 
British Defense Secretary Rifkind and—less surpris- 
ingly—French Foreign Minister Juppe; and above all 
U.S. Defense Secretary Perry. “In the time of the Cold 
War, NATO was founded on its own interests in the 
‘same way as on those of the partners. We were tied to 
each other for better or worse. This is no longer the 
case,” Perry said. In this way he expressed what makes 
NATO look old. However, it remains to be seen whether 
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his subsequent statement is also sure to meet with 
unanimous agreement. The United States and Europe no 
longer need each other to defend themselves against the 
Soviet Union, but they have ascertained that it 1s better 
to face the risks of the future jointly, Perry said. 


Have they really done so? The undertones in many contri- 
butions were apt to give mse to doubts. This included what 
French Foreign Minister Juppe said about the future tasks 
of NATO: Peacekeeping, cooperation with the Western 
European” 10n, and consideration of the European iden- 
tity. “Yas «1 an accident that as early as in the first sentence 
of his speech Claes pointed out—as a correction—that the 
defense of the freedom and territorial integrity of all 
members is and continues to be the central task of the 
Alliance” But Juppe continued: If, for a lack of interests of 
its own, the United States is not prepared to intervene 
itself, autonomous European reactions must be possible. 
He added the polemical question of whether the United 
States does not support its own interest when it promotes 
Europe's stability. A good question, which makes it diffi- 
cult to refrain from the counterquestion: Who took care of 
Europe's stability during the past three decades in which 
France had withdrawn from the military cooperation of 
the Alliance? 


Insidious Progress 


The independence of the majority of the participants is 
one of the special features of the defense conference. It 
benefits the freedom from bias of their contributions. 
One came from former German Defense Minister 
Scholz. He was not perplexed by the matter-of-factness 
with which his successor, with the agreement of third 
parties, had said that NATO has outlived its usefulness. 
He asked in return whether anyone is prepared to cancel 
the NATO Treaty because this would have to be done if 
one comes to the conclusion that a new Atlantic relation- 
ship is indispensable. “Does anybody want this? What is 
NATO's role today?” Scholz asked—in vain. 


There are many indications that he will have to wait a 
long time for a clear answer. NATO is in a stage of 
questions, of challenges—not of binding answers. It does 
not have answers because developments since the end of 
the Soviet Union bring it into embarrassing situations, 
but not in such where the vital interests of its members 
would be threatened—at least not for the time being. The 
loss of face that the West suffered in Bosnia because it is 
denying its ideals there 1s embarrassing; but the West 
also does not give answers that would be politically 
convincing. For a good reason: They would cost blood. 


And what about the enlargement by the Central and 
Eastern European states and the security partnership 
with Russia? This 1s even more precarious than Bornia’s 
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case. However, no NATO politician goes so far as to 
reject openly the enlargement by the East for the reason 
that this would at best bring his country burdens and new 
risks, but advantages to other partners. However, with 
indirect words one declares oneself to those who want to 
hear and understand. If there is to be an enlargement by 
the East, then only in exchange for NATO's commitment 
in the Mediterranean. Thus, the 32d Munich Conference 
for Security Policy has promoted the realization that 
there 1s no outside challenge to the NATO members that 
would force them to subordinate joint interests to their 
particular ones. The NATO members were not able—to 
their advantage—to afford this luxury in the past. So 
insidious can progress be. 


Security Process Should Be Kept Open 


AU0802115095 Berlin DIE TAGESZEITUNG 
in German 6 Feb 95 p 10 


{Commentary by Juergen Gottschlich. “Why Such Hasie?”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The advantage of the Munich 
Security Conference is that it assembles the personne! of 
an extended NATO meeting but does not have to pay heed 
to the official ritual. Everybody is there, all statements are 
carefully registered, and still people can express more 
clearly what they are aiming at. This is why in Munich the 
NA” )» secretary general is able to utter his frustration 
about Bosnia with less restraint than in Brussels, and can 
get away with maintaining that, of course, the United 
Nations is responsible for NATO's troubles in Bosmia. For 
the same reason, officials in Munich discussed the future 
of NATO more openly than would be permitted by the 
language of the communiques. The conclusion of the 
Munich debate is that the fundamental mental crisis 
within the Alliance perseveres. 


The criticism of the United Nations only proves that, 
despite all “out-of-area” fantasies, the western military 
alliance is still far from finding a new role yet. Anyway, 
who prevented NATO from fully exhausting its “peace- 
policy potential” in Bosnia? After all, NATO members 
(apart from Russia and China) are identical with the 
members of the UN Security Council. That no coherent 
Bosnia strategy was brought about was not primarily 
because of Russia but was the inability of the “western” 
powers to coordinate policies. Bosnia also shows that the 
“community of fate” between West Europe and the 
United States, which is constantly being emphasized. no 
longer exists in such a way. After the end of the Cold War 
geography has become more significant again. The ‘fate 
of the free world” is at stake neither in Haiti nor in 
Bosnia. Both are regional conflicts that affect the United 
States or West Europe in quite differing ways. Against 
this background the discussion on NATO's “eastward 
expansion” looks like the last attempt to glue together 
once more what has already fallen to pieces. Through 
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incorporating East Europe—encouraged by the vigorous 
pressure from the objects of this incorporation—NATO is 
trying to assure itself of its usefulness again by disassociating 
itself from Russia: NATO expansion creates a new dividing 
line in Europe, thus ending the interim phase that started in 
1989. It was stressed in Munich that NATO must promptly 
fill the vacuum left by the disintegrated Warsaw Pact. 


It cannot be denied that the current internal situation in 
Russia has made the development of a new all-Evropean 
security Organization impossible. Yet, why so much 
haste? The situation in Russia is very chaotic, but, at the 
same time, it is of little threat for Poland, for example. 
One could still keep the process in Europe open. Instead, 
a historic chance is being forfeited. 
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Commentary Views Clinton's ‘Pro-Yeltsin Policy’ 


BR0702152795 Paris LIBERATION in French 
7 Feb 95 p 9 


{Commentary by Pierre Briancon: “Strong Leaning 
Toward Yeltsin™} 


[FBIS Translated Text] With regard to Russia, Clinton is 
now in a position which is strangely similar to that in 
which Bush allowed himself to be caught with regard to 
the USSR during the winter of 1990-1991. Now, as 
before, a U.S. president has articulated his entire Rus- 
sian policy around one man (Gorbachev for Bush and 
Yeltsin for Clinton). Now, as before, the same argument, 
that there is “no alternative” to the man presented as a 
savior, serves to explain in Washington the personeliza- 
tion of U.S. diplomacy in this part of the world. Now, as 
before, there are growing signs that Moscow’s policy is 
being toughened, for the worse, and that Washington is 
choosing to ignore this or play it down to avoid embar- 
rassing the preferred interlocutor. Now, as before, a 
Russian or Soviet president is cutting himself off from 
the reformers, surrounding himself with a circle of 
“hardline” supporters, is pursuing an inconsistent and 
erratic policy while events increasingly overtake him. 


Two elements nonetheless make the task more difficult 
for Clinton today—some would add to this the current 
Russian president’s obvious alcoholism. First, in Bush’s 
day there was at least an alternative to Gorbachev— 
Yeltsin himself—who had already been elected president 
of the Russian Federation, and who the U.S. president 
had deliberately chosen to snub. There is no such alter- 
native now, and when the U.S. leaders scrutinize the 
Russian political scene, they see no alternative to Yeltsin 
in the short term other than Viktor Chernomyrdin, his 
current prime minister. about whom too little is still 
known. Second, the harder line taken by Russia (the war 
in Chechnya, the slowing down, abandoning, or incon- 
sistency of the economic reforms) is now more likely to 
be accompanied by a parallel hardening of foreign 
policy, which was not the case at the end of the Gor- 
bachev reign, during the long months which finally led to 
the failed putsch in summer 1991. 


It is ironic to say the least to hear the main architect of 
the U.S. Russia policy (Deputy Secretary of State Strobe 
Talbott) now defending the administration’s strong 
leaning toward Yeltsin with the same arguments as 
James Baker formerly used to defend Gorbachev. Tal- 
bott, when he was still a journalist on TIME magazine, 
wrote a whole book (“‘At the Highest Level’’) criticizing 
the previous administration’s obsession with Gor- 
bachev, and condemning the fact that U.S. foreign policy 
could focus on personalities to such an extent. And the 
dire threat issued by Talbott in Congress which is 
beginning to criticize the U.S. President’s support for his 
friend Boris (“if it isn’t Yeltsin, it will be Zhirinovskiy”) 
is starting to backfire: Most experts strongly doubt a 
return by the nationalist leader, discredited by his antics 
on the political stage. In reply to the internal criticism of 
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his Russian (or rather pro-Yeltsin) policy, Clinton is so 
far simply waiting for some specific results on the 
international scene in return for his support: Russia’s 
signing of the Nonproliferation Treaty, at least tacit 
accepiance of NATO’s expansion, and a minimum of 
cooperation on Bosnia. 


U.S., French Economic Stakes in Algeria Viewed 


BRO702142795 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
7 Feb 95 p4 


{Article by Baudouin Bollaert: “Stakes of the Maghreb- 
Europe Gas Pipeline’’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] It is called the Maghreb-Europe 
gas pipeline. At some 1,390 km in length, work on it 
began last 30 June and it will be completed in 1996. It is 
to link the celebrated Hasi R’Mel gas field in northern 
Algeria to Spain via Morocco and Gibraltar. The cost of 
the operation is 6.2 billion francs. 


In association with the French company Spie Capag, the 
powerful U.S. company Bechtel is building the Algerian 
section of the pipeline, some 530 km. In association with 
Keliog, another U.S. engineering company, Bechtel is 
also working on renovating a major gas liquefaction 
plant in Arziw. 


This is proof that the liberalization of the Algerian 
economy has benefitted many foreign companies— 
especially U.S. companies—attracted by the country’s 
enormous energy reserves. In oil alone the reserves are 
estimated at 45 billion barrels. ““That is enough potential 
for it to become a new Saudi Arabia,” NEWSWEEK 
wrote recently. 


For historic reasons France is the most strongly involved 
country, but Mobil, Arco, Phillips Petroleum, Anadarko 
(United States), British Petroleum (United Kingdom), 
Petro Canada (Canada), Agip (Italy), Repsol (Spain) and 
other companies have made a clear entry into the 
country over the past two years. 


Without this economic and commercial backdrop we 
would surely not understand the Algerian problem in all 
its scope. Islamologist Bruno Etienne feels that the 
United States has exerted pressure—via the gas pipe- 
line—on the Europeans, including the French in the first 
instance, so that “a political solution can emerge from 
the Algerian shambles.” 


Role Reversal 


France itself has no interest in this shambles, not only 
because its other main supplier of gas, Russia, is—like 
Algeria—also a country at risk, but because the depar- 
ture of its engineers could compromise the moderniza- 
tion of facilities which are often in dire need. 


Around 400 Americans are currently living in Algeria. 
None of them has been targeted by the killers of the 
Armed Islamic Group. It must be said that the United 
States, unlike France, has never broken off the dialogue 
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with the FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] since the canceled 
elections of December 1991. One of the leaders of the 
FIS, who was forced into exile, was even able to move to 
Chicago. 


Diplomats say that Washington. much more than the 
Vatican, has played a crucial role in organizing the Saint” 
Egidio colloquium in Rome, where representatives from 
eight opposition parties—including the FIS, the Front of 
Socialist Forces, and the faction of “‘reconcilers” from 
the National Liberation Front—signed a common plat- 
form calling for a “national conference.” 


By doing so. Uncle Sam—who wants to cast aside his 
image as a “Great Satan” —is doing nothing more than 
implementing in Algeria the pragmatic policy adopted 
by France in the Middle East—yesterday with the Pales- 
tinians and the Iranians, today with the Iraqis... “After 
all.” one diplomat commented, “any state with self- 
respect conducts tne policy of its interests.” 


Presidential Office Calls Mitterrand Proposal 
‘Mistake’ 


BRO0702141795 Paris LIBERATION in French 
7 Feb 95 p 2 


[Report by Jacques Amalric and Jean Quatremer: “Alain 
Juppe Savs That No ‘Specific Initiative’ Is Planned in 
the Near Future’’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Algerian crisis was the 
cause of the first serious dysfunction in cohabitation in 
the foreign policy sphere. That was obvious yesterday 
evening after Alain Juppe confirmed in a press confer- 
ence held in Brussels at the end of a meeting of the 15 
European Union [EU] foreign ministers, that he had not 
been informed in advance by the presidential office of 
the proposal made on Friday [4 February] by the presi- 
dent of the republic to organize under EU auspices “a 
conference which would be inspired by the different 
ideas expressed recently, especially during the (Algerian) 
opposition’s conferences in Rome.” [passage omitted] 


Embarrassment at the Presidential Office 


Francois Mitterrand’s proposal which was made in the 
presence of of European Commission President Jacques 
Santer and [Prime Minister] Edouard Balladur, 
prompted an outcry in Algiers on Saturday. On Sunday 
Charles Pasqua was the first to declare that the govern- 
ment had not been involved. The Foreign Ministry 
confirmed that unofficially on Monday morning, 
expressing the view that it was not wise for France to 
place itself in the front line. The prime minister's office, 
however, refused to make any comment, which would 
not have been the case if the prime minister had been 
informed in advance of the suegestion. 


The presidential office did not conceal a degree of 
embarrassment on Monday, admitting that the govern- 
ment had good reason to have been surprised by the 
president's remarks. The term “mistake” was even used, 
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stating that things had moved so quickly that the infor- 
mation did not have time to circulate. [passage omitted] 


France in a Bad Position 


However. for Alain Juppe, who has always taken care to 
address himself to the “Algerian people,” France is the 
country least well placed to be seen to interfere in 
Algerian affairs, if only not to give the Algiers authorities 
a pretext for condemning the former colonial power. 
However, it is precisely this kind of reaction which 
engendered Mitterrand’s proposal. Hence the other 
statement by the minister in Brussels yesterday which 
constitutes a barely veiled criticism of the president of 
the republic: “When you advocate dialogue to officials 
who do not want it, there are two solutions: Either you 
give up after the first refusal or you continue to hammer 
home the message... France’s message will not change 
and I am convinced that provided it 1s maintained in a 
progressive and moderate way, it will finally be heeded.” 


End of the ‘Preserve’ 


Another remark by Alain Juppe could have more impact 
on cohabitation if the president chooses to take offense 
ai it: The minister twice clearly stated that French 
Algeria policy did not depend on the president of the 
republic. “There are not 36 different French policies on 
Algeria. There is the government's policy which is drawn 
up by the prime minister in cooperation with the com- 
petent ministers,” Alain Juppe said before stating a little 
later: “On all foreign policy issues. there is the govern- 
ment’s policy drawn up by the prime minister and 
implemented by the foreign minister.” That is an end to 
the “preserve,” even if it is “shared.” 


Caution from Brussels 


Mitterrand’s proposal, which was discussed privately by 
Alain Juppe with his European colleagues, did not produce 
any special reactions. The Commission thinks that it is a 
way of testing the ground intended to gauge the Algerian 
Government's reactions and step up the pressure. But 
there are strong reservations about the idea of a confer- 
ence, and the view was expressed that this kind of negoti- 
ation needs discretion, if not secrecy, to succeed. At all 
events, there is no question of any initiative by the 
European executive even if the Maastricht Treaty gives it 
the power to take such an initiative. Like almost all of 
France’s partners, the Commission has no desire to launch 
into an uncertain diplomatic venture. The example of the 
former Yugoslavia is there to prompt caution. 


Proposal Within Dialogue Framework 


LD0702195095 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The French Government con- 
vened this morning to assess the diplomatic crisis 
between Paris and Algiers, which has arisen following 
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the French president's suggested organization of a Euro- 
pean conference on Algeria. The French Government 
said that intervention in Algerian affairs was out of the 
question. 


As for the Elysee, the president's office said today that 
Francois Mitterrand’s proposal was made within the 
framework of the policy of dialogue supported for sev- 
eral months by the French Government. 


Paris Likely To Invite FRY Warring Parties 
BRO702141995 Paris LE MONDE in French 
7 Feb 95 p 5 


{Unattributed report: “The West Fleshes Out the Idea of 
a Summit on the Former Yugoslavia—Prime Objective: 
Mutual Recognition’ } 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Backed up by Germany, 
France is currently fleshing out the proposal by [Foreign 
Minister] Alain Juppe for a high-level meeting between 
the protagonists in the war in the former Yugoslavia and 
the members of the Contact Group (France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Russia, and the United States). 


Following his trip to Sarajevo and Zagreb, on Sunday 5 
February in Munich, where the annual forum on security 
in Europe was being held, German Foreign Minister 
Kiaus Kinkel indicated that Presidents Tudjman and 
Izetbegovic were not willing to participate in any such 
meei. rg before the mutual recognition of Serbia, 
Croatia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina. In order to overcome 
this difficulty, the mutual recognition of these three 
states could be the top item on the agenda of the summit 
proposed by Alain Juppe. This summit would not be a 
major international conference, like the one held in 
London in 1992, for example, but would have a more 
limited objective. 


Croatian-Bosnian Agreement 


The presidents of the three countries which have in 
principle accepted the Contact Group's plan for Bosnia 
might be officially invited to Paris, perhaps even by 
Francois Mitterrand himself, to lend more weight to the 
process. Apart from the mutual recognition of Serbia, 
Croatia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina, the aims of the 
meeting would be to reconfirm acceptance of the Contact 
Group’s plan on dividing up territory between the three 
Bosnian communities, to pave the way for a renewed 
easing—if not the actual removal—of the sanctions 
imposed on Serbia and Montenegro (the “carrot” that 
could incite Mr. Milosevic to go back on his initial 
refusal), and at last to ratify the latest international 
proposal aimed at resolving the conflict on Croatia 
between the authorities in Zagreb and the Serbs in 
Krajina. Furthermore, agreement on this latter point 
would enable the Blue Helmets to remain in Croatia 
after a redefinition of their mission, without President 
Tudjman, who has refused to extend their mandate 
beyond 3! March 1995, losing face. [passage omitted] 
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Socialist Candidate for President Interviewed 


LD0602144895 Paris Europe No. 1 Radio in French 
0630 GMT 6 Feb 95 


[Studio interview with Lionel Jospin, Socialist Party 
presidential candidate, hosted by Alain Duhamel and 
correspondents Stephane Denis, Franz-Olivier Giesbert, 
and Catherine Ney—live] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] The presidential 
elections, 1995. Here is Alain Duhamel: 


[Duhamel] Good morning, Mr. Jospin. [passage 
omitted] To interview you this morning we have 
Stephane Denis, Franz-Olivier Giesbert, and Catherine 
Ney. [passage omitted] 


[Giesbert] In order to win, you have to have a program. 
What will your program be? [passage omitted] 


{Jospin} We will come back to the question of the 
program. We have taken into account the form. of 
course, which is important. We have taken into account 
a platform, which was submitted—a little too fast, actu- 
ally (?for it to be heard)}—to the congress at La Mutuaiite 
[Hall] yesterday morning. The campaign will be con- 
ducted centrally, around the debate that is to be orga- 
nized. [passage omitted] 


[Giesbert] The Socialist Party program will be your 
inspiration, but it will not be your [word indistinct]? 


[Jospin] How can I stand in contradiction to a platform in 
its spirit, in its themes, in a number of its main trends... 


[Giesbert, interrupting] You are going to amend it? 


[Jopsin] | am not going to amend anything. I am not 
going to turn the pages of a document. I am going to 
conduct a presidential campaign, strong in the legiti- 
macy I have been given, in the expectation that exists, in 
the need for change not for the sake of change, but to 
change things that need to be changed in this country on 
the basis of my proposals. [passage omitted] 


[Ney] What subjects can be tackled by you and by no one 
else? 


[Jospin] For example, the reform of democratic life, of 
political life, and institutions in this country. [passage 
omitted] I will give you an example, which I have given 
before: I think we have to have a shorter presidential 
term in France, of five years, and I am the only person to 
have said not only that I want it, but if elected, I will 
apply it to myself. [passage omitted] 


As for unemployment, there is not one solution, that is 
clear, but if I told you that, no one would believe me. For 
unemployment we have to have a systematic, pragmatic 
approach, I will say not only by [words indistinct], but 
also by every means, by making this the heart of (our) 
policy, but if you want a certain number of specific 
proposals, I think, in particular, that a plan for recovery 
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in building and social housing is essential to create 
employment. I also think that in the near future jobs will 
be created mainly by small and medium-sized enter- 
prises, both in services and industry, rather than by the 
large companies. Therefore this is the area in which we 
have to look for jobs. [passage omitted] 


[Denis] Do you really believe you will manage to mobi- 
lize your party? 


[Jospin] [passage omitted] A vote is taken precisely in order 
to sweep away the vapors, to clear up the tensions that have 
built up. and are suddenly released in a sort of energy, and 
this is the process that is now being released. That is why, 
as far as | am concerned, I will bet. as a certainty, on a real 
feeling of unity and (?speed). [passage omitted] 


Article Views ‘Change of Course’ in Algeria Policy 


BR0602152095 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
6 Feb 95 p 3 


[Article by Baudouin Bollaert: “Algiers Suspects Change 
of Course in Paris”’} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] “The French-Algerian past influ- 
ences our present relationship, because that past has 
never really been resolved on either side.”’ These remarks 
by [Foreign Minister] Alain Juppe made at the Foreign 
Ministry a week ago, perfectly illustrate the sudden 
diplomatic tension which has emerged between Paris 
and Algiers. 


The Algerian Government's reactions to the statements 
by Francois Mitterrand betray extreme nervousness and 
the bitter feeling that, to safeguard its economic snterests 
in face of U.S. appetites in the region, France is now 
leaning more toward dialogue with the fundamentalists 
than to the policy of “eradicating” Islamic terrorism. 


This alleged change of course in French policy 1s partic- 
ularly frowned upon in Algiers because the Armed 
Islamic Group has just claimed responsibility for the 
violent car-bomb attack which killed 42 people a week 
ago in the capital. 


At the president's office yesterday, the matter was being 
played down. ““We stand by the statements made on 
Friday [4 February] by the president of the republic in 
his press conference,’ a duty official reaffirmed. Fran- 
cois Mitterrand did not make any formal announcement 
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other than to express the “hope” for a conference on 
Algeria—modeled on the Rome colloquium of Sant’- 
Egidio—organized by the European Union. 


Can this “hope” lead to a real political plan by the 
Fifteen? Although the Union’s foreign ministers are 
holding an ordinary council meeting in Brussels today 


- under French chairmanship. it is doubtful—not to say 


impossible—that they will make any decision. 


No Arms Sales 


“We have no comment to make about the president of 
the republic’s initiative,” the Foreign Ministry said yes- 
terday. This is a clear way of dissociating the Foreign 
Ministry's action from that of the president's office. It is 
important to calm things down, improvisation not nec- 
essarily producing good advice. But, fundamentally. the 
government is also encouraging dialogue. The Juppe line 
has taken precedence over the [Interior Minister] Pasqua 
line. The hijacking of the Air France Airbus in December 
increased the French authorities’ distrust of President 
Zeroual’s regime. And the Sant Egidio colloquium left an 
impression. In his speech at the Foreign Ministry on 30 
January, Alain Juppe said: “Algeria needs to find an 
identity compatible with the historical pluralism of its 
society.... It must provide itseif with a real plan for 
society which will not be imposed by anybody either 
from inside or from outside, because it can only be the 
result of a dialogue among the different political and 
social components of the Algerian people.” 


France is therefore engaging in a clever balancing act: 
Not to blacken all Islamic fundamentalists but to combat 
the terrorist networks established in Europe; to maintain 
economic and financial aid administered—of neces- 
sity—by the Zeroual regime, but not to blindly support 
the existing government. 


“One of our priorities,” according to the Foreign Min- 
istry, “is the formalization of a loan worth ECU 200 
million (around 1.4 billion francs) which was agreed in 
principle at the Corfu European summit in June 1994 
and confirmed at the end of December by the Union's 
finance ministers.” 


But, contrary to some received ideas, France is selling 
virtually no arms to the existing regime. According to 
reliable sources, its supplies are limited to hand guns and 
only account for 0.1 percent of the equipment purchased 
by the Algerian Army, whose main suppliers are the East 
European countries. 
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Daily: Clinton Lauds Dini’s ‘Personal Credibility’ 
BRO702132095 Mfilan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
in Italian 4 Feb 95 pp 1, 12 


{Commentary by Ennio Caretto: “Lamberto’s Credentials” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Washington—Never before has 
any of our prime ministers been invited to the White 
House only two days after winning the confidence vote. 
And never since the days of Alcide de Gasperi [prime 
minister from 1945 to 1953] has a U.S. Administration 
officially described such an invitation, as it did yes- 
terday, as “a sign of confidence in the new Italian 
Government,” adding that it considers it “very impor- 
tant to America’s management of a number of interna- 
tional crises."” But it would be a mistake to perceive in 
Lamberto Dini’s visit to Washington a choice of camp 
on America’s part in Italy—an option for pragmatism 
over ideology, for technocracy. or, :f we prefer, for 
anti-politics. Nor should we perceive any prejudice 
against [Forza Italia leader] Berlusconi and [National 
Alliance leader] Fini, or, by the same token, any over- 
tures to a possible future center-Left. We should recall 
right away that Clinton was the first foreign leader to 
legitimize the Pole for freedom, with his visit to Rome in 
June, despite the very heated controversy over neo- 
fascism at the time. 


Clinton's praise for Dini has a different meaning. It does 
not express approval of the present government compo- 
sition, but reflects the personal credibility enjoyed by our 
prime minister. The support for his program stems from 
the awareness of the need in Italy for a government of 
truce, to some extent a government of public health, and 
it does not constitute interference in Italian politics. As 
the White House said, the United States sees in Dini our 
“credentials of stringency.” a bridge over the crisis, on 
whose duration it had nothing to say. America does not 
intend to back a second Dini government—it did not 
even back a second Ciampi government, though it would 
have welcomed one—or a particular election date. It 
confined itself to stressing the pressing need for Italy to 
resolve its most serious problems, whatever its govern- 
ment. It applauded Dini’s appointment because it con- 
siders the Italian prime minister a guarantee of honesty, 
responsibility, and consistency. 


According to one senior official. the invitation extended 
to Dini “is in line with our traditional policy toward your 
country: Almost always, at difficult times, America has 
been the first to come to your aid.” (Indeed, it was 
thanks to America’s sponsorship, not that of our Euro- 
pean partners, that Italy joined such international bodies 
as NATO and G-7.) And this policy now entails the 
adoption of a stance: The U.S. message is that the Italian 
parties must grant Dini enough time to introduce a 
financial recovery and to implement the reforms, while 
preparing for the next stage within observance of the 
democratic rules. The U.S. Administration had already 
warned, in words, just last month that a failure on Dini's 
part would entail disastrous consequences for our 


ITALY 15 


country. Yesterday it did so in deeds. It expects that the 
pledges made by this government will apply to any other 
governments in the near future—pledges not only in the 
domestic arena, but also to continuity in foreign policy. 


By meeting “urgently” with Dini, Clinton reaffirmed the 
U.S. desire for stability in Italy. The President considers 
our country crucial to European integration and to the 
strategic balance of the post-Cold War period. He does 
not want Europe to become a German Commonwealth, 
a meeting place for a number of Eastern and Westem 
countries. And he attaches to Italy, standing as it does 
between the Balkans and the Middle East. even greater 
importance than when it was a crucial cornerstone of the 
Atlantic chessboard. 


At both levels Dini represents certainty. The certainty 
that the European Union will not lose its incisiveness, 
just as NATO will not, and indeed that it will help to 
extricate America from its present neo-isolationist ten- 
dency. And the certainty that Italy will take on a growing 
role in the peace efforts in Bosnia and the Middle East 
within the context of the United Nations and the other 
international bodies. 


Contrary to what is commonly believed, Clinton ts one 
of the best-informed American Presidents on the subject 
of Italy, whose civilized traditions—explained to him by 
the political scientist, Robert Putnam—he cited in his 
State of the Union. Clinton perceives many parallels in 
Italy's and America’s internal troubles: the fluidity of the 
political situation, the voters’ mistrust of the parties, and 
the conflict between government and parliament. 


Furthermore, he believes Dini—with whose personal 
record he is acquainted—to be very expert in global 
economic matters, which have now returned to the fore 
with the Mexican crisis. Clinton wanted to meet with our 
prime minister partly for an exchange of ideas. America 
wants a strong Italy, able to support it in a campaign of 
international reforms starting with the financial institu- 
tions. An Italy that is a medium-scale political and 
economic, rather than military, power. 


Cabinet Authorizes Carabinieri Units To Go to 
Mostar 


LD0702150095 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1346 GMT 7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Twenty units of the carabinieri 
have been authorized by the Cabinet of Ministers to take 
part in a Western European Union civil policing mission 
in Mostar, former Yugoslavia. 


Croat Envoy Summoned Over Decision on Italians 
in Istria 


LD0702212695 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
2027 GMT 7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Susanna Agnelli 
has summoned the Croatian ambassador in Italy to the 
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Foreign Ministry to ask him to give “explanations for 
possible repercussions which the Croatian Constitutional 
Court's recent decision may have for the Italian minority. 
The Croatian Court has decided that some articles of the 
Istrian County’s statute are unconstitutional.” 


The ambassador was also summoned, says a commu- 
nique, in light of an agreement included in a 19¢2 
memorandum signed by Croatia. 


Prime Minister Meets With Hungarian President 
Goncz 


LDO702145695 Rome RAI Uno Television Network 
in Italian 1230 GMT 7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Lamberto Dini 
has met the Hungarian President Arpad Goncz. During 
their cordial talks, the two leaders stressed the good 
relations existing between the two countries. They also 
decided to further strengthen bilateral relations. Hun- 
gary is keen to join the European Union and the two 
leaders agreed on the need for a gradual process of 
integration. They also dealt with security issues, since 
Hungary will chair the OSCE [Organization for Security 
and Cooperati on in Europe] throughout 1995. Goncz 
then had talks with Senate Speaker Carlo Scognamiglio. 


Northern League Leader Expels Dissidents 


LD0802093695 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 0800 GMT 8 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ahead of the Northern League 
congress, party leader Umberto Bossi has already 
decreed the expulsion of those party members who 
rebelled against him. Therefore, these dissidents will not 
be allowed to attend the congress. Maroni’s position is 
increasingly uncertain because of his support of an 
alliance with the Freedom Pole. 


Popular Party Avoids Split Over Initiative 


LD0802094895 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 0800 GMT 8 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Good morning. The Ita!ian Pop- 
ular Party [PPI] Executive Committee meeting finished 
at 0300 last night after a 10-hour debate. It finished with 
the approval of a document in spite of the abstention of 
the left-wing minority. Matilde Germani reports. 


{Germani] The PPI initiative is in competition with both 
the left-wing and the National Alliance on the right wing. 
This is what the document which was approved last night 
says. 


It was approved with the abstention of the left-wing 
minority within the PPI. Writing the document was 
quite difficult, particularly the passage about Romano 
Prodi’s bid to lead the center-left. In the first draft his 
bid was defined as untimely and not in line with the 
PPI’s strategy. The adjective untimely was retained in 
the final draft but the rest of the comment was omitted. 
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PPI Secretary General Rocco Buttiglione, answering 
questions from journalists immediately after the 
meeting, said the party reserves the mght to comment on 
Prodi in the future, when Prodi’s position becomes 
clearer as to what his position and program are and who 
his supporters are. Prodi also referred to Forza Italia’s 
program and said the PPI wants to start a political 
discussion with Forza Italia, comparing the programs 
first of all. At least for the time being, a party split seems 
to have been avoided. 


Impact of Prodi’s Political Entry Assessed 


BRO702131895 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
in Italian 6 Feb 95 pp 1-2 


{Commentary by Angelo Panebianco: “The Professor 
and the Rest”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] There are two pieces of good 
news and one piece of bad news for the future of the 
first-past-the-post democracy in Italy. The two pieces of 
good news are the now inevitable division of the PPI 
[Italian Popular Party] into two halves and Romano 
Prodi’s entry into the arena. 


The splitting of the PPI between Left and Right elimi- 
nates once and for all the false hope, which still existed 
until a few weeks ago, that it would be possible sooner or 
later to restore the DC [former Christian Democratic 
Party], the “center party,” in some form or other. The 
end of the PPI’s unity certifies the fact that there is no 
turning back, that the cause of electoral bipolarity (two 
blocs, and only two, competing to win over the center 
voters) has won a crucial victory. 


The other excellent piece of news is that the alignment 
opposed to that led by [Forza Italia leader] Berlusconi 
has now found a political leader too. Prodi versus 
Berlusconi, Berlusconi versus Prodi. This too is an event 
that reassures those who hope that the first-past-the-post 
democracy will take hold once and for all in our country. 
This, because a first-past-the-post democracy demands 
precisely that the electoral and political contest be highly 
personalized: with two leaders, each trying to win the 
center voters over to his own side. 


The bad news, however, is that, despite Prodi’s entry 
into politics, the opposing alignments are unlikely to 
succeed in resolving their great many problems in the 
months, whether many or few, before the elections. It 
will be impossible tc eliminate during these months, by 
some wave of a magic wand, our twofold anomaly, which 
makes us so different from all the other Western coun- 
tries: on the one hand, the hegemonic presence within 
the left- wing alignment of a former communist party; 
and on the other, the presence—though not yet hege- 
monic (Forza Italia is still the foremost party within the 
center-Right) nevertheless definitely decisive—of a 
former (or post-) fascist party. With all the negative 
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consequences that this twofold anomaly entails in terms 
of the political contest as a whole. 


We have written several times in recent months on the 
subject of the specific problems of the center-right align- 
ment (the conflict of interests, [National Alliance leader] 
Fini’s role as the coalition’s strong man, and se “»rth). 
And we will be doing so again. But since the novelty of 
the past few days is the reshuffle that Prod:’s entry into 
politics is causing within the center-left alignment, it 
would be appropriate to focus on this alignment now. 


The first issue, of course, is the nature of the relations 
that will be established between the alignment’s prospec- 
tive leader, Prodi, and the major organized party of the 
Left, the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left]. As was 
shown most recently by the debate between [PDS Secre- 
tary] D’Alema and Norberto Bobbio [philosopher], the 
PDS secretary is fully aware of the fact that it 1s a serious 
handicap both for his party and for the broader align- 
ment of which his party forms the larger part, that center 
voters (that is, the voters strategically placed to decree 
victories and defeats) still perceive it as a “former 
communist” party, and for this very reason D’Alema is, 
as he himself said, rightly aiming to strengthen the 
aspects of his party's identity that can eventually bring it 
completely into line, in the Italian public’s eyes, with the 
European socialist parties. 


The problem remains for the present, though it is defi- 
nitely important and encouraging that the PDS secretary 
is fully aware of its existence and wants to tackle it. And 
it is a problem that clearly makes Prodi’s task very 
complicated. In the coming months he will have to work 
to neutralize the charge that the center-Right will inevi- 
tably level at him—that of being in some way the 
“prisoner” of the dominant party in the alignment of 
which he ts part—that 1s, the PDS. This charge can only 
be dismissed if, as Ferdinando Adornato has rightly said, 
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there forms around Prodi a kind of center-left “Forza 
Italia” separate from the PDS and authorized to address 
center and moderate voters autonomously and with 
credibility. This ts the most delicate, decisive problem. 
Because Prodi’s success or failure in building a center- 
Left force having such characteristics will determine his 
chances of victory in the contest with Berlusconi. 


There are three dangers from {1s viewpoint. The first is 
that, irrespective of Prodi’s intentions, those who rally 
round him will be mainly the veterans of the First 
Republic, those who until recently made no secret of 
their desire to turn back to the parliamentary rites of the 
good old days. This would grant Berlusconi the crucial 
advantage of being the only committed champion of the 
first-past-the-post democracy. 


The second danger 1s that Prod: will try to identify his 
candidacy for the leadership with a kind of left-wing 
Catholic fundamentalism. A Catholic fundamentalism 
that is conceived precisely to reject the center voters, 
certainly not to attract them. It 1s no small problem that 
the Catholic Left has now again—as at the beginning of 
the Republic, though under radically altered condi- 
tions—adopted Dossetti as its guide and inspiration. 


Last, the third danger for Prodi: is the real possibility that 
his political message—which 1s basically a message of 
stringency arid moderation, but also of optimism—will 
in some way be neutralized, submerged by the anything 
but moderate, and indeed extremist. messages of those 
(the same old faces, the same old mames) who, back on 27 
March [1994], made a crucial contribu:.on, through their 
fractsousness, to the defeat of the progressive alignment 
to which they belonged. And who are now, unfortunately 
for Prodi, planning to support him. 


The outcome of the next electoral duel will depend 
largely on how well the “inside Left” succeeds in neu- 
tralizing these threats. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











18 PORTUGAL 


Guterres Leads Polls Following Cavaco’s Decision 


BRO0702140995 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
4 Feb 95 p6 


{Unattributed report: “Guterres Rising in Post-Cavaco 
Period”™] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Antonio Guterres seems to be 
the main beneficiary of the current political crisis, rising 
to first place among the opposition leaders after lagging 
for several months behind Manuel Monteiro, and seeing 
the SP [Socialist Party] come close to 40 percent of 
voting intentions (with the PSD [Social Democratic 
Party] at around 5 percent below). In fact the January 
consultation of the EXPRESSO/Eu-oexpansao Panel 
(conducted in the days immediately following the 
announcement of Cavaco S:lva’s standing down) serves 
to confirm that some changes have occurred in the 
assessment which the public make of the political 
leaders, and that the SP secretary general is in the most 
favorable position might now. 


Following a December full of political conflicts, with an 
open demarcation of camps between the president and 
the PSD majority, the popularity of the head of state and 
the prime minister felt the effect, as usual, of that 
conflict and even fell to unprecedented levels. 


Stull in the aftermath of those events, Cavaco Silva 
announced his stepping down as PSD leader and head of 
government as soon as his term ends. In the meantime, 
Mario Soares adopted a low profile (to which one tends 
to have recourse following the most bruising episodes of 
the institutional conflict and the greatest falls in popu- 
larity) which temporarily removed him from the stage. 
However, let it be said that the improvement in their 
image which both Cavaco and Soares register at this 
beginning of 1995 is not sufficient for them to feel 
satisfied with the popularity which they enjoy among the 
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electorate today. The president remains below 50 per- 
cent (when he had become accustomed to 60 percent and 
even 70 percent...) of favorable opinions, and the prime 
minister succeeded only in canceling the 10 percent 
negative balance which he showed a month ago. The 
sympathy effect created by his statement on standing 
down and “handing over to somebody else” is discern- 
ible, but with 34 percent of votes for him and 34 percent 
against, Cavaco is still at a mediocre level of popularity, 
which only with great difficulty would enable him to 
repeat in 1995 the electoral successes of 1987 and 1991 
(Let it be recalled that in January 1991, with an election 
scheduled for October, as now, the PSD leader had 
already risen to 51 percent in popularity). 


Guterres’ Difficulty 

With respect to Antonio Guterres, this month has been 
particularly favorable to him. Not only does he see a 
major opponent, Cavaco Silva, withdraw, but also he 
clearly outstrips the Social Democratic Center Party/ 
Popular Party leader in the opposition’s ranking. The 
secretary general has a 5 percent positive balance (he has 
recovered 9 percent), and Manuel Monteiro shows a zero 
balance (he has lost 11 percent in a month). 


Nevertheless, let it be emphasized that Guterres remains 
below the level of SP voting intentions (the party has 
been between 35 percent and 40 percent), seeming to add 
nothing in electoral terms to his party's drawing power. 
This could make a clear election victory difficult, partly 
because the PSD never showed on the eve of the 1991 
election figures close to the 50 percent which it won: 
That was the “added value” created by the popularity 
which Cavaco enjoyed at that time. 


And the curiosity of the next few months will be com- 
paring the new PSD leader's popularity with the Social 
Democrats’ voting intentions. It could be a pointer to 
what will happen in the October (or June) election. 
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Serra Discusses GAL, Pujel, Scandals 


9SESOO90A Madrid TIEMPO in Spanish 
9 Jan 95 pp 25-27 


{Interview with Deputy Prime Minister Narcis Serra by 
correspondent Ana de Benavides: date, place not given] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Aficr 12 vears of Socialist adminis- 
tration, the government is against the ropes and blinded. As 
the opposition demands Felipe Gonzalez’s resignation, the 
executive branch, houndeu by the scandals that embarrass it, 
closes ranks. Narcis Serra tries to appear euphoric and calls 
for calm in the wilderness. There will not be early elections, 
the government is not involved in the GAL [Antiterrorist 
Liberation Groups] affair, and the economic crisis is on the 
mend, he savs. Those are his messages. 


[Benavides] Jose Amedo and Michel Duminguez have 
directly implicated the government in the GAL affair. 
What do you say to that? 


[Serra] Two things: In the first place, that we have fought 
and will continue fighting against terrorism with all the 
weapons the law puts at our disposal; that is to say, 
adhering at all times to the dictates of a state ruled by 
law. And in the second, there 1s a judicial proceeding in 
course, with which the government must not interfere. 
What the magistrates must do is cast light on the 
situation, demarcate responsibilities—if any—and ascer- 
tain if a crime has been committed. And if a crime has 
been committed. they must prosecute it. 


[Benavides] Let me put it this way: Are you prepared to 
state emphatically that the government ts not involved in 
the GAL affair in any way whatever? 


[Serra] | aot only state that, but | also assert my convic- 
tion that, in politics, the means are of the essence. I reject 
the doctrine that the end justifies the means. In a 
democracy, the means used are what determine whether 
or not the work being done is on behalf of justice. 


[Benavides] In the fight against terrorism, the Govern- 
ment claims to be using weapons permitted by law. 
Behind the GAL there are crimes, kidnappings... Are 
these deemed to be weapons permitted by law? 


[Serra] Any crime is against the law, and the law only 
permits action within the confines of the law in a state 
ruled by law. If someone has committed a crime, that 
person has not served the cause of justice, nor of the law, 
nor of the solution of the problem of terrorism. 


[Benavides] What opinion have you formed of Minister 
Juan Alberto Belloch’s appearance before Parliament? 


{Serra} | am in agreement with all his statements. I want 
to underline that the partial lifting of the secrecy of the 
case does not mean that it may now be made public. I 
want to make it very clear that the Government has no 
access to the summary proceedings. As of the present 
moment it still has no knowledge of them. And that is as 
it should be. If we had information relating to the issue, 
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and that we deemed relevant, we would turn it over to 
the judge who ts conducting the preliminary investiga- 
tion, rather than debate it in Parliament. 


[Benavides] In regard to the GAL affair, will Judge 
Garzon have to get to the very bottom of the matier? 


[Serra] Any judge must ensure that justice is done. This 
means clarifying the matter and enforcing the letter of 
the law. 


[Benavides] Even if getting to the very bottom were to 
mean discovering a [Mr.] “X?” 


[Serra] There cannot be a [Mr.] X. because the government 
has fought against terrorism using the instruments allowed 
by law, even though in certain instances this has meant 
fighting it on unequal terms. To defeat terrorism, police 
successes are necessary, as are continuous and stubborn 
battles on the part of the police, international collaboration, 
and a meeting of of all democratic minds leading to the 
eventual disbanding of any support being given to violence. 


[Benavides] Do you also believe, as does Barrionucvo, 
that Garzon is acting out of personal vengeance? 


[Serra] As long as I am a member of the government, I 
shall not comment on the action of a judge, whether it be 
in this case or any other. 


[Benavides] Does the government regret not having granted 
Amedo and Dominguez a pardon at the opportune time? 


[Serra] No. The government has acted correctly in the matter. 


[Benavides] To what is the sudden verbal “hemorrhage” 
due on the part of the two ex-policemen? 


[Serra] It is up to the judges to determine why those 
statements have been made and whether they are truc. At 
any rate, they contradict the statements that were previ- 
ously made for many years. 


[Benavides] What is your view of the suit that Barri- 
onuevo has brought against Amedo and Dominguez” 


{Serra} Barrionuevo has always believed in the law, and 
he does so now in resorting to the courts to defend 
himself against the grave charges contained in the state- 
ments that have been made to the media. 


[Benavides] Can the statements made by Amedo and 
Dominguez alter the course of the antiterrorist effort? 


[Serra] No, although the creating of a climate of tension 
or of hysteria can be prejudicial in many ways. These can 
include playing into the hands of those who favor 
violence and assassination rather than of those of us who 
favor democracy. It also introduces the risk that public 
opinion will swing from the perception of impunity that 
it had a few months ago, to the diametrically opposite 
view, at the very moment that justice ts actually carrying 
out its role and demonstrating that there is no impunity. 
Another grave risk is that of a setback to the principle of 
the presumption of innocence. 
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[Benavides] Atutxa has said: “If Gonzalez is behind the GAL, 
it should take him not more than three minutes to resign.” 


[Serra] The mere thought of that possibility 1s malicious 
and absurd. Responsible politicians should not take 
refuge behind the conditional “if.” 


[Benavides] Has the thought of resigning because of the 
GAL affair ever crossed Felipe Gonzalez’s mind? 


[Serra] Absolutely not. 
[Benavides] And of holding early elections? 


[Serra] There is no reason to hold them. The government 
intends to complete its legislative term. 


[Benavides] Imagine for a moment that Pujol tires of so 
many scandals and decides one day to no longer support 
the government. 


[Serra] | have no indication in that regard. I can assert 
that the GAL issue wil! not affect the collaboration 
between the Cil) [Convergence and Unity] and the 
Socialist government. 


[Benavides] What is your view of the pact of state proposed 
by Aznar that would culminate in general elections? 


[Serra] The PP [People’s Party] has never accepted the 
results of the 6 June elections. Since then it has been seeking 
to prevent the government from completing its legislative 
term, and it has opted for eroding Felipe Gonzalez’s gov- 
ernment. Its reiteration of this theme is not surprising. 


[Benavides] Do you see Felipe Gonzalez worried about 
the GAL issue? 


[Serra] Worried because of the personal problems this 
situation might cause him? No. He is worried, though, 
because of the need to clarify the situation and transmit 
a sense of calm to the citizen, and to assure the citizen 
that this government and the security forces have fought 
against terrorism in keeping with their duty, and will 
continue doing so. 


[Benavides] With scandals continuing and an economic 
world that is falling apart, and with leading financiers in 
jail, one gets the impression that the ground is opening 
under his feet. 


[Serra] In 1994, very serious events took place. From the 
Luis Roldan case, the most serious of all, to the Mariano 
Rubio case, and the jailing of Javier de la Rosa and Mario 
Conde. It is indeed from this situation that we must now 
draw the lessons of the future, and, in my opinion, they are 
lessons of hope and faith in our capabilities. The situation 
demonstrates that our institutions and our judicial system 
do work. and that there ts no impunity. 


[Benavides] There are the other financiers, those who no 
longer believe in the government... 


[Serra] The financiers, like the businessmen, generally 
speaking, know that the economic situation has greatly 
improved and that, following a brief but very acute 


FBIS-WEU-95-026 
8 February 1995 


crisis, the country is again beginning to grow and to 
generate jobs. We must now work to sustain that growth. 
This month there has been a marked drop in the number 
of unemployed, and sizable export contracts have been 
signed. These are convincing indicators of our competi- 
tiveness. But our competitiveness is dependent not only 
upon the government, but also upon the businessmen, 
the labor unions, and other administrations. 


[Benavides] What will the government do if the temper- 
ature continues to rise and new scandals appear? 


[Serra] In the face of a scandal, in quotes, | know only 
one remedy: transparency, clarification, and reliance on 
justice... And if justice must be done, do it. 


[Benavides] Has justice been done with 1’se jailing of Conde? 


[Serra] Justice is done with the pronouncing of sentence. 
At this point in time, I can only say that justice is at 
work, and that there is neither passivity nor impunity. 


[Benavides] Are you happy, as so many Spaniards are, to 
see the ex-president of Banesto behind bars? 


[Serra] It does not make me happy to see anyone behind bars. 


[Benavides] You announced that criminal proceedings 
would be instituted against Roidan on charges of his 
having investigated Conde through the “Crillon 
Report.” You never instituted those proceedings. 


[Serra] I did not announce those proceedings. Moreover, 
I have in hand judicial briefings according to which, 
absent any charge whatever of wrongdoing, there is no 
legal basis for bringing suit. 


{Benavides} Will 1995 be the year in which Roldan will 
appear before a magistrate for questioning? 


[Serra] | hope so. 
[Benavides] Do you have reason to expect that he will? 


[Serra] Yes. I believe that in the end the Security Forces 
will achieve the goal their tenacity has merited. 


[Benavides] Can the checks found in the Bank of Spain 
constitute evidence of irregular use of the secret funds? 


[Serra] As far as we know, those checks are the ones the 
Ministry of Interior issued to withdraw secret funds 
periodically fiom the Bank of Spain. 


[Benavides] Were they or were they not used to pay 
bonuses? 


[Serra] It would be pure hypothesis, and contrary to the 
known facts, to suppose that those Bank of Spain checks 
are in any way connected with bonuses. 


[Benavides] Has the government taken note of the 
uncompromising nature of the king’s words concerning 
corruption in his Christmas message? 


[Serra] I answer you as a citizen. I believe the king has 
interpreted the thought of most of us as Spaniards. 
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Denmark 


Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Receives ‘Icy 
BRO702154395 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 7 Feb 95 p 1 


{Report signed “mejl/qvor™: “Iranian Envoy Meets Cold 
Shoulder™] 


[FBIS Translaied Text] It has certainly not been a cordial 
meeting with Denmark for Iraniar Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mahmud Vaezi during his visit to this country. The Tehran 
regime's envoy is being met everywhere with an icy chill. 
Thus a long list of politicians sent their apologies and said 
that they cannot attend a meeting he should have had today 
with the Folketing Foreign Affairs Council. 


Agriculture Minister Henrik Dam Kristensen (Social 
Democratic Party) was the only politician Mahmud 
Vaezi met yesterday. The agricuiture minister briefly 
criticized the Iran regime, but less controversial topics 
were also discussed, such as the exchange of students. 
Today the Iranian will meet with Foreign Minister Niels 
Helveg Petersen. 


Economy Minister Jelved on Qualifying for EMU 


95EN0079B Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 30 Nov 94 Sec Il! p 3 


{Lnattributed article: “Upswing May Provide Room for 
Monetary Union”™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The third and final phase of the 
European Union's plans to form an Economic and Mone- 
tary Union (EMU) could begin before | January 1999, 
which, incidentally, is the Maastricht treaty’s deadline. 


Economic Affairs Minister Marianne Jelved made this 
assessment Tuesday at DAGBLADET BORSEN’s mon- 
etary conference in Copenhagen. 


“There are no longer signs that it is unlikely that a 
decision will be made on implementing the third phase 
by | January 1999,” Jelved said. 


She stressed that the date of the third phase will depend 
largely on the political wishes of the individual countries. 


She did not anticipate that the convergence criteria for 
participation in the EMU will be discussed at the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) government conference in 1996. At the 
moment most of the EU countries have problems 
meeting all the convergence criteria. 


“But with the economic upswing that is in progress it 
may be expected that a lot will change in this area before 
the end of 1996,” Jelved said. 


She repeated at the conference that Denmark expects to 
meet the convergence criteria for the EMU's third phase 
in 1995. 
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These are the main features of the four critena: 


e A stable exchange rate within a two-year period: 

e An inflation rate that ts no more than 1.5 percent 
higher than the average of the three lowest inflation 
rates in the EU; 

¢ Long-term interest rates no more than 2 percent 
higher than long-term .nterest in the three countnes 
with the lowest inflation; 

¢ The public deficit not exceeding 3 percent of GNP, 
and the public debt not exceeding 60 percent of GNP. 


Denmark cannot enter the third phase immediately due 
to the exemption clauses mn the Maastricht treaty. 


“But it is important that Denmark be prepared to continue 
to participate in a close monetary cooperation in Europe 
when the EMU’s third phase begins,” Jelved said. 


She did not anticipate that the monetary coo~* -ation in 
the European Monetary System (EMS) will be cu...1nued in 
the third EMU phase. But the economic affairs minister 
hoped that Denmark's many years of loyal memoership in 
the EC and the EL may prepare the way for a continued 
stable development for the Danish krone. 


East Europe Development Fund Strengthened 


9SENO079C Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 30 Nov 94 Sec 11 p 3 


[Unattributed article: “East Guarantee Raised] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The government will expand the 
limit for issuing guarantees against loss of investments in 
the East European countries from 1.0 to 2.0 billion kroner. 


The guarantees apply to Josses on investments due solely 
to political conditions in connection with new direct 
investments and loans with a similar status. The back- 
ground for the increase 1s that the government expects 
considerabie growth in the number of applications and 
the size of the amounts involved. 


Therefore, the argument goes, a substantial increase in 
the limit will be necessary to enable Denmark to sustain 
the interest the Danish business sector has in investing in 
East European countries. 


Auken on Outlook for Nordic Energy Cooperation 


9SENO0079A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 15 Dec 94 p 14 


{Interview with Energy and Environment Minister 
Svend Auken by Kaj Skaaning, place and date not given: 
“Energy Must Not Be Used To Embellish the Budget” 


[FBIS Translated Text] An energy supply that functions is 
one of the basic demands that citizens can make on 
society. And it is wrong to play fast and loose with citizens’ 
rights, according to Energy and Environment Minister 
Svend Auken (Social Democrat). Therefore DONG 
[Danish Oil and Natural Gas} is not for sale at this time 
either, he maintained. 
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“The market ts an excellent servant, but a rotten 
master.” That ts what Energy Minister Auken asserted 
when he was asked about his attitude toward privatiza- 
tion and liberalization of the energy sector in Denmark. 
Auken would like to discuss both matters, but not at any 
price. He views a well-functioning energy supply as one 
of the basic nghts of citizens. 


“And one should not play fast and loose with citizens’ 
rights. Therefore. if someone wants to try to use the 
energy sector's companies to embellish the state budget. 
it will not be with my support,” stressed Auken, who at 
the same time made it clear that Danish Oil and Natural 
Gas (DONG) ts not for sale. 


{Skaaning] Nevertheless, making the 100 percent state- 
owned DONG a limited company has been mentioned 
frequently in recent years. When do you think DONG 
will be ready for a broader group of owners? 


[Auken] DONG should not be sold now. It should not be 
sold as long as the company has a big debt and 1s exempt 
from taxes. In my opinion it would not be correct to sell 
something that runs on artificially creeted assets. 


Society Should Not Lose its Money 


[Skaaning] But in the long run shouldn't the Danish 
natural gas sector be better adapted to the open energy 
marke? that we know is coming? 


|Auken] Yes, but not before negotiations on the future 
division of tasks between DONG and the regional natural 
gas companies are completed. Therefore, these negotia- 
tions should be concluded before any liberalization occurs. 
1 am ready for an open discussion, but Denmark has 
invested a lot of money in its natural gas system, and it ts 
a prerequisite that society's money not be lost. 


[Skaaning] Are you open to discussing strategic alliances 
in the meantime, for example with the other Nordic 
countries? 


{[Auken] Yes, | am. The Norwegians would like to 
produce more gas, and it 1s clear that we should negotiate 
with them on utilizing the resources jointly. But I find 
that there is a tendency at the moment to pursue some 
topics that do not belong in the debate. 


The question of ownership forms can never be a goal in 
itself, but | am open to a debate on privatization if it goes 
both ways. We should also include in the discussion what 
happens when the market does not function. (Auken’s 
attitude toward privatization, liberalization, and joint 
energy policy in Europe clearly indicates that it was no 
accident that the environment and energy were placed in 
the same ministry when the last government was formed.) 


[Skaaning] How much weight will you attach to environ- 
mental considerations in connection with establishing a 


joint European energy policy? 


{[Auken] | will not reject a joint energy policy in the 
European Union (EU), but it must occur on the clear 
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understanding that a joint environmental policy 1s cre- 
ated at the same time, and that environmental consider- 
ations are not jeopardized or regarded as technical trade 
barriers. | will not be a party to having Denmark's 
environmental policy destroyed because others short- 
change us. 


Therefore the Nordic encrgy ministers have also agreed 
on close coordination with due respect for the rea! 
differences that exist in the Nordic countries. 


[Skaaning] Is there a basis for a joint Nordic energy 
policy now that Norway, for example. has come as far as 
it can? 


[Auken] There ts no basis for a joint Nordic energy 
policy, but there 1s a great need for coordination. In 
Denmark we are able to control expansion through 
sensible long-term planning. 


Free price formation can be a control device in the other 
Nordic countries; but the problem 1s precisely whether 
countries with total deregulation of prices and trade will 
make long-range plans, as we do. It worries me that in a 
free market people will exclusively pursue short-term 
solutions and quick moncy. 


No to Private Monopolies 


[Skaaning] The EU countries have arrived at vastly 
different stages of privatization and liberalization. At 
what level should Denmark place itself” 


[Auken] | am not worried about our energy sector, 
although some people say it 1s complicated. The tact rs 
that it functions, and | have the basic view that one 
should not repair something that 1s not broken. There 1s 
only one thing worse than public monopolies, and that 1s 


private monopolies. 


In Germany they have gotten off to a bad start, partly 
because they wanted to make major allowances for 
German-produced coal, and partly because they have 
had problems with the former German Democratic 
Republic (DDR). 


On the other hand ‘he big environmental problems in the 
former DDR have meant that environmental prepared- 
ness has been tightened up substantially in Germany 


if we looks at the experiences from England. we must 
note that the almost total privatization has not been a 
success. Prices have not become lower, and the public 
does not like what 1s happening. We should think it over 
carefully before we privatize an energy market al a time 
when there is plenty of energy. If we really gain access to 
Russian gas, it will mean surplus capacity, low prices, 
and diminished readiness with regard to cnergy- 
conserving measures. That could really have a negative 
effect on consideration for the environment. 


Pendulum Swinging 
[Skaaning] One viewpoint in the Danish debate has been 
that the EU ts gripped by privatization cuphoria and that 
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energy supply 1s a public benefit that does not lend itself 
at all to the play of free market forces. Do you agree? 


{Auken] There 1s nothing wrong with thinking commer- 
cially. But the pendulum has swung sharply toward 
privatization m recent years, and | think it ts now 
swinging the other way. 1 1s my impression that the new 
EU! Commission 1s muct: -_»%re attentive to environ- 
mental considerations than the last one. The important 
thing for me ts that the energy companies solve a 
problem called supply security, everything else mu: i be 
arranged in accordance with this consideration. | do not 
think « 2 can rule out public regulation of the energy area 
in the future. We have seen how Preussen Elektra carned 
out hostule purchases in Sweden's Sydkraft. If we turn 
giants like Preussen Elektra or the French electric com- 
pany EdF [Electrictte de France] loose on our markets it 
will require some regu! tion and a watchful eye. Other- 
wise there 1s a msk that the market will run amok. 


|Skaaning] How heavily do supply security consider- 
ations weigh in your views? 


| Auken] Very heavily. We should not destroy a system 
that functions well. In Denmark we have a tradition that 
sparsely populated areas should also be supplied, 
whether we are talking about electricity, gas, telephones, 
railways, buses. water. or sewers. | am not ready to 
yeopardize that solidanty. Nor should we forget that 
there are 30,000 jobs in the energy sector, which has been 
able, despite the fact that it consists of many small 
players in an international context, to market the prod- 
ucts and build up substantial exports. We have really 
been proficient. 


Postelection Tension Between SDP, LO Viewed 


9SENOOSOB Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 24 Nov 94 p 6 


[Commentary by Peter Andersen and Frans Ronnov: 
“Union Federation Demands Access to Top Party Lead- 
ership” | 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Representatives of the Social 
Democratic Party [SDP] have been asked to stay away 
from the executive committee of the Danish Federation of 
lrade Unions (LO). The LO still wants regular access to 
the party leadership—but at a higher level. The LO signal 
is creating some problems for Prime Minister Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen (Soctal Democrat) 


Since the Folketing election on 21 September two seats 
have remained empty at meetings of the LO executive 
committee. They should have been occupied by Social 
Democratic group chairman Pia Gjellerup and political 
spokesman Torben Lund. But the LO has asked them to 
stay away. For the time being. 


At the first executive committee meeting after the elec- 
tion LO chairman Finn Thorgrimson explained that 
there was now good reason to overhaul the formal ties 
between the party and the union movement. He feels the 
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Social Democratic Party should not be part of the LO 
executive committee, just as the LO should not be part of 
the party's central board and executive committee. 


The goal is to find a new cooperation model, either by 
increasing the frequency of meetings of the special coniact 
commy’«ee, which ts curreraly convened only in very tense 
situations, or by establishing an entirely new body—based 
on the Norwegian Social Democratic model. 


The LO simply wants regular and formalized access to 
the Social Democratic inner circle. To those who really 
make decisions. The cabinet ministers. 


Thorgrimson and the chairman of the Social Democratic 
Party, Prime Minister Rasmussen, have held ‘heir first 
discussion. And they will meet again-—soon. There are 
also plans to invite Rasmussen to attend a discussion in 
the LO executive committee before Christmas. 


There are several reasons why the LO chairman has 

t the question up at this particular time, BER- 
LINGSKE TIDENDE has learned. The cooperation was 
severely strained in connection with the formation of the 
government. It was not until the government was already 
in place that Rasmussen called Thorgrimson to tell him 
about the result, but the LO chairman replied that it was 
not necessary. He could easily wait half an hour and see 
it on the TV news. 


But the LO has long felt that there is an imbalance in the 
relationship. The executive committee makes most of the 
organization's decisions, while the power has gradually 
shiftez from the Social Democratic central board and 
executive committee to the Folketing group at Christians- 
borg [parliament building]. And the government. 


When the Social Democrats are in the opposition it 1s the 
party's top leaders, the chairman and vice chairman, 
who take their seats with the LO executive committee. 
But in a government situation, it 1s the group chairman 
and the political spokesman, and this limits the value of 


the cooperation. 


However, sources in the union movement deny that Pia 
Gyellerup’s and Torben Lund’s problems with Solhave- 
garden and Ungbo respectively have had a direct influ- 
ence on the movement's position. It is not a question of 
individuals. 


On the other hand there is no doubt that Thorgrimson 
would like to find a solution before the LO congress next 
year to avoid a far-too-emotional debate. It is known in 
advance that HK [Union of Retail Business and Clerical 
Workers] will present a motion to break the formal ties. 


[passage omitted] 


Little Support for HK 


Max Bachring, chairman of the Danish Metalworkers 
Union, is one of those who speak for the general attitude 
in the LO. He is one of the organization's three repre- 
sentatives in the SDP. 
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“I cannot see any reason to change the system. We can 
just use the contact committee a little more. It is orrect 
that the power has moved away from the SDP’s execu- 
tive committee and central board to a certain extent, but 
we cannot demand to have room provided for us in the 
Folketing group,” he said. 


It is causing problems for Rasmussen that there is a 
debate on the formal contacts between the party and the 
movement at this time, because in the current situation 
it is impossible for him to send anything but a fairly 
vague signal. There are many reasons for this. 


First, Rasmussen and Thorgrimson are in the middle of _ 


a discussion of the future relationship. Second, it is an 
important task for the leader of the Social Democrats to 
keep the party—and the union movement—together. 
Third, the union movement's internal disagreement 
about the problems prevents Rasmussen from stepping 
out and coming to the point. If the union movement was 
united on one attitude, it would be easier for Rasmussen 
to say what he thinks. Fourth, it is extremely important 
for the party and the movement to stand together at this 
particular time. A long list of future political mine fields 
lies in the area of labor market policy. Structural reforms 
must be carried out in the labor market, an adult 
education reform must be implemented, and, finally, 
responsible contracts must be established for the spring. 


Rasmussen is fully aware of these factors, and he is ready 
to implement new rules for cooperation between the 
party and the movement. But he is not ready to distance 
the party from the union movement. In the first place he 
does not want this at all. Second, he is dependent—both 
politically and economically—on the union movement. 


Official Says Faeroese Economy in ‘Vicious 
Circle’ 


9SENOO80A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 2 Nov 94 p 10 


[Article by Louise Fleischer: “When Everything Goes 
Wrong” } 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Faeroe Islanders sometimes 
feel discriminated against by the Danes. And some of 
them question whether it was a real help when Denmark 
stepped in and provided billions in aid. [passage omitted] 


The Faeroese TV news may have mentioned the possibility. 
But no one really believed it before the boss suddenly came 
over on the boat from Torshavn last Friday. 


Close to 200 workers at the fish fillet factory in Vag on 
the island of Sudero would lose their jobs, the workers 
were told at a big meeting Friday evening. 


Fiskavirking in Vag was so plagued by declining amounts 
of fish and poor prices that it had to close for the winter, 
explained executive Kari I. Gardi from the parent com- 
pany, Faeroya Fiskavirking. At the same time he prom- 
ised those who were fired that an attempt will be made to 
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start the factory up again in the spring. when Norway 
haddock are in season again. But not many people in Vag 
believe this. 


For the 1,429 inhabitants of Vag the closing is a catastrophe. 


The fish factory was the last big employer in town, and 
now virtually all the adults in the community are unem- 
ployed. Only a few school teachers, the pastor, and a 
couple of smali tradesmen have something to get up for in 
tne morning. The closing touched off a political crisis in 
the Faeroes and almost tore apart the regional government, 
which had been in office only a month and a half. 


Newly elected member of the Faeroese parliament Inge- 
borg Vinther of the Labor Front protest party threatened 
to overturn the government coalition unless the factory 
in Vag was reopened. But after long crisis meetings she 
too had to accept the closing. 


The empty fish factory in Vag is only one more symptom 
of the deep crisis that has hit the Faeroes in the 1990's. 
The factory was the eleventh fish factory to close in a 
year, and although the parliament and the regional 
government are struggling to provide new jobs, it is hard. 
The depression is total. And as long as the stock of fish is 
low and prices even lower, there is no prospect that 
things will improve for the Faeroese. 


The fish and the sea are and will continue to be the basis 
of life for the islanders. When the cod disappear it affects 
everything else in the small society. 


“I believe the Faeroes are the only country in the western 
world where people meet in the morning and say: ‘Hello, 
how is our society doing today?’”’ said journalist Trondur 
Djurhuus of Faeroese television. He brings new stories of 
the Faeroese catastrophe in almost every news broad- 
cast. There is an unemployment rate of 17 percent. There 
is a marginal tax of close to 70 percent. A big foreign debt 
that is declining, to be sure, but it is being replaced with 
an even more massive domestic debt instead. Construc- 
tion has come to a standstill, and all those who can get 
away with it are selling their houses at a loss and fleeing 
the islands. 


“The Faeroese situation is bleak and depressing. And it 
is like a vicious circle. For as long as the islands are in 
this economic situation they cannot afford the new 
investments that are needed. And so the island commu- 
nity does not have the slightest chance of working its way 
out of the crisis,” said Bent Klinte, the Danish chief 
administrative officer in the Faeroes. 


Since 1992 the Danish Government has had to step in 
with emergency aid for the Faeroes on four occasions. All 
in all, many billions have been pumped into the Faeroes. 
Most residents admit that the islands would have gone 
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bankrupt if the Danes had not stepped in. But at the 
same time there is also a widespread dislike of the 
Danish intervention, because the Danish Government 
attached conditions to the funds. Such as the detested 
fish quotas, for example. “No one in the Faeroese 
parliament supports the fish quotas, but they are forced 
to swallow them because that is one of Denmark’s 
conditions,” said Djurhuus. 


He is one of those who doubt that the aid from Denmark 
was really a help: ““Many of us question whether it was a 
real help. For now Denmark is going to help the foreign 
banks and credit institutions to whom we owed money 
by assuming the obligation. This means that the foreign 
investors will not lose much, while the Faeroese tax- 
payers are left to pay the whole bill,” he said. “Now we 
must pay for all the idiotic projects that went down the 
drain long ago. It might have been better to let the 
foreign investors lose their money,” Djurhuus said. He 
thinks Denmark, in the eyes of the local inhabitants, has 
become more a “creditor” than a partner in the realm. 


“I think when Poul Nyrup Rasmussen comes here the 
people will view him as a creditor. We have nothing 
against him personally, but he is like the creditor who 
comes to visit the debtor, in a manner of speaking.” 


The Danish intervention in recent years is unusual for 
the islanders, who have had a large degree of autonomy 
for several decades. 


The Danish-dominated Financing Fund of 1992, headed 
by former bank director Richard Mikkelsen, is especially 
detested by many Faeroese. The Financing Fund was 
established when the Faeroese bank, Sjovinnubankin, 
was rescued by the Danish Government in 1992 a few 
days before it went bankrupt. Today the bank has been 
merged with Faeroya Banka, which now has a virtual 
monopoly on banking transactions. 


The vast majority of Faeroe Islanders concede today that 
the island community itself bears a large part of the 
blame for the crisis, and that people lived above their 
means in the “golden years” of the 1980's. “You can say 
that the Faeroese have been stupid. But we did the same 
as every other civilization, seized the opportunity to 
become nouveau riche,” Djurhuus said. “The problem is 
simply that our economy is based solely on fishing, and 
the minute that goes wrong, everything goes wrong. But 
one can ask if the investors were not stupid too. For 
example, when a credit institution steps in and invests in 
the creation of the Nordic region’s second largest furni- 
ture store in the Faeroes, even though there are only 
44,000 inhabitants, and there were six furniture stores 
already, then the credit institution is not in its right mind 
either. So it also bears part of the responsibility,” he said. 


According to Djurhuus, Faeroe Islanders sometimes feel 
discriminated against by Danes. They are sick and tired 
of the stories that everyone has his own tunnel and his 
own highway. Many feel they are being pilloried in the 
Danish press. “It is too much when you are bawied out 
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by the taxi driver every time you get into a taxi in 
Copenhagen just because you are from the Faeroes. It 
makes you feel persecuted,” he said. 


Many ordinary Faeroe Islanders feel bitter toward their 
own politicians. They think the politicians should have 
stepped in a little sooner. Therefore the new parliament 
that convened in September also differed markedly from 
the old one. 


The voters punished a large number of the old politicians 
in a landslide election in July. The Social Democrats lost 
half their support and were reduced to five representa- 
tives, and Atli Dam, who was prime minister in the 
1980's, was one of those who paid the price. He received 
only 135 personal votes and dropped out of parliament 
with a thud. 


Oli Jacobsen, chairman of the fishermen’s union for 24 
years, was elected in return. In protest against the “old” 
politicians, he left the Social Democratic Party and 
founded the “Labor Front” instead. 


Today he is the member of the regional government—a 
minister—in charge of industry and industrial promo- 
tion. It is now his task to find new ways to reduce 
unemployment. 


And although Faeroese politicians are sometimes 
accused of being too optimistic—as a counterweight to 
the people’s pessimism—he stubbornly maintains that 
there are a good many possibilities for solving the serious 
crisis in the islands. 


“Offhand it looks hopeless. But there are actually more 
possibilities for putting people to work in the Faeroes 
than there are in Denmark,” Jacobsen said. 


“In Denmark the politicians talk about trash collection 
arrangements and domestic service when they have to do 
something to bring unemployment down. But in the 
Faeroes there are a lot of other possibilities. It just 
requires new ways of thinking,” he said from his new 
office at Tinganes. 


“A few years ago a Spanish ship that was fishing illegally 
here was seized. And when they inspected the ship it was 
discovered that the Spaniards were fishing for anglerfish 
with snares. That was something no Faeroe Islander had 
dreamed of. For islanders have focused far too much on 
cod and haddock and pollack. And so we believed that 
when the cod disappeared, everything was over,” said 
the new industrial minister. “But I really believe that if 
we start thinking in new ways and fishing for different 
species, everyone could find work,” Jacobsen said. 


And perhaps he is right. One of the few innovations that 
have created jobs—on a small scale, to be sure—is the 
harvesting of sea urchins, which can be sold to the 
Japanese at high prices. 


Jacobsen is also currently studying the possibility of getting 
an electronic assembly plant to come to the Faeroes. 
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“A few years ago a Faeroe Islander from Denmark 
wanted to locate a factory of this kind here in the 
Faeroes. But it fell through at the time because the 
Faeroese were not particularly interested. Instead the 
factory was located in Denmark, and today 100 people 
are employed there. That would have been a miracle in 
the Faeroes. Today we would stand on our heads to get 
that kind of production.” 


Finland 


Daily on Future of Nordic Cooperation, EU Ties 


95ENO090A Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 18 Dec 94 p 3? 


[Article by Bo Stenstrom: “The Nordic Region of the 
Dying Swan?”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The popular referendum turned 
the spotlight onto the Nordic neighboring countries for 
one another, but on the question of when the debate about 
continued cooperation is supposed to intensify, the silence 
is deafening, in Bo Stenstrom’s opinion. 


Before the EU [European Union] election the no side 
turned the Nordic dimension upside down: If it is as 
strong as alleged, it will also hold after a Norwegian no. 
Now that cooperation is being tested. 


The same no side said no to the “Swedish pull.” Now, Prime 
Minister Ingvar Carlsson is the one who most clearly has 
promised to act on behalf of Norway within the EU. 


At the Nordic Council (NR) and Nordic Ministerial 
Council one has begun, with laudable speed, to study the 
effects of the new EU memberships on the Nordic 
cooperation organs before a government and foreign 
minister meeting at the end of January and the NR 
session in Reykjavik in February. Other than that, the 
silence is deafening, even after the most drastic interpre- 
tations of the Swedish Moderate Party leader that he 
wants to scrap the NR. 


Did the pro-Nordic contributions stop when the cam- 
paigns preceding the referendums were over? 


On editorial pages in Finland Bildt was supported for 
something he did not say. Something of the same luke- 
warm, benevolent interest in and ignorance about the 
Nordic organs prevails as one sometimes senses 
regarding the [Swedish] People’s Council. Is this con- 
nected with the use by both men of “software”: language 
and identity, cultural cooperation and cultural relations? 


In his major speech in Helsinki Carlsson stated that the 
special solidarity that exists in the Nordic countries must 
be counted as a major asset and a model for the European 
perspective: “The forms of cooperation tay need to be 
rationalized, but it will be possible to do that without 
losing the special values that it has established. In the new 
and greater contexts we must care for and develop this 
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unique resource, which the historic and cultural commu- 
nity between the Nordic countries represents.” 


It has been said worse, and this time the NR did not even 
have a birthday. The words fall like glittering snow 
crystals in purely Nordic garlands over Kolen, but the 
operative value melts before early spring. 


In a traditional Nordic-oriented Finland a more crass 
attitude is spreading. The time for a Nordic cooperation 
totally separate from the EU is past—that is one way to 
express the thoughts east of the Gulf of Bothnia. 


The poiitical, and to a great extent also the cultural, 
establishment is oriented toward the fresh EU member- 
ship, both in Sweden and in Finland, and it is of 
significance, of course, that four-fifths of the Nordic 
citizens will join the EU. 


Of the remaining fifth, the specific political weight of the 
Icelanders, Greenlanders, and Faroese is, unfortunately, 
even lower than their numbers. In such a new starting 
position Bildt has a nonmalicious point in saying that the 
Nordic and European cooperation cultures may not 
distance themselves from each other, because then the 
Nordic one will soon be retired. 


It is untenable that the Nordic cooperation organs 
should continue an activity that all of them maintain 
within the EU and EEA [European Economic Area] 
anyway, as standardization projects. 


Norway could achieve as much as possible of the wish 
list that the government has presented regarding meet- 
ings with the EU at the government and foreign ministry 
levels, cooperation between officials, insight into EU 
information and consu!tations on CSCE and UN issues 
while they are being prepared at the EU level. 


As is well known, the Nordic countries have a coopera- 
tion clause in their accession agreements which permits 
continuing Nordic cooperation and a development of it, 
even when it involves cooperation with the Baltic states, 
for example. 


But now it is important to study in concrete terms how to 
couple the cooperation between Denmark, Sweden, and 
Finland in the EU at the ministerial and official levels 
with the cooperation between all five. There are tenden- 
cies to underestimate the benefit we can have of the 
western Nordic countries, when they themselves chose to 
stay outside. However, we should note the Germans’ 
open door to Norway. 


While the EU election itself was strongly reminiscent of 
1972, almost nothing is the same after the rejection. 
Norway could be included faster than initially dared 
hoped, even if that could hardly take place before 1997, 
which is a pity. We have the joint interests in the 
passport union, in the Northern Cap cooperation, in the 
Barents Sea region. Norway still has the largest energy 
resources in the Nordic region. Finland and Norway 
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have joint interests within the shipyard industry, and so 
forth. We could remember how it was—outside—and 
whether at that time we thought there was a Nordic 
solidarity for mutual benefit. 


There will continue to be internal Nordic issues. There 
are EU issues for which we have a selfish interest in 
having the entire Nordic region give weight to the Nordic 
aspect. We should not unnecessarily underestimate the 
Norwegians’ voice in European contexts although they 
are outside the EU. They meet the same European 
leaders in other contexts. 


We do not need to refrain from the Nordic symbols, the 
Nordic Council, or the Nordic Ministerial Council, even 
if the NR, in particular, could get an altered structure. It 
is not yet a matter of the dying swan. 


Sweden 


— Party Launches Program on EU Membership 
olicy 

BRO702153995 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 6 Feb 95 p 14 


[Report by Mats Olsson: “Greater Public Access and 
Openness” 


[FBIS Translated Text] “The government does not have an 
EU [European Union] policy,” Left Party Chairman 
Gudrun Schyman said on Sunday [5 February] when she 
presented her view of how such a policy should be pursued. 


Stronger democracy, no to greater federalism, and the 
possibility of leaving the EU are the Left Party's line, 
decided by the party executive on Sunday. 
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The Left Party is the first of the political parties to put 
forward its demands prior to the conference on the EU's 
future which member nations’ governments will hold 
next year. 


The main thrust is that democracy in the EU needs to be 
improved. The Left Party wants to achieve this in part 
through greater openness and public access. 


“We will work for full access to the legislative process 
and for openness in administration,” the party writes in 
its program, “More Democracy—Less Union.” 


As a result the Left Party wants to give national parlia- 
ments the right to put forward proposals and to launch 
initiatives. Today it is the Commission, consisting of 
civil servants, which has that right. 


The Left Party is also worried that the upcoming inter- 
governmental conference will move the EU even closer 
to a federal structure in which the sovereignty of indi- 
vidual countries is shrunk. Therefore the party wants the 
EU to have less of a say within member countries. 


“We do not want a common currency, a common foreign 
policy, common defenses, or a common police force.” 


As a logical consequence of the fact that the Left Party 
does not like the current thrust of the EU, the party 
wants the so-called Treaty of Rome—which is one of the 
cornerstones of European cooperation—to have a clause 
added to it which offers the possibility of leaving the EU. 


“Member countries of the EU which might find the 
future development of the Union unacceptable must 
have the possibility of leaving the EU.” the party exec- 
utive writes. 


The Left Party will now seek support for its line among 
opponents of the EU both in Sweden and in other 
countries. But Gudrun Schyman is aware that the Left 
Party has limited chances of influence. 


“We probably do not have really any glowing chances of 
winning support for our views,’ Gudrun Schyman said. 
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President ‘Satisfied’ With Statements on EU 
Accord 

NC0802123195 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 0800 GMT 
8 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Glavkos Klindhis said 
he was satisfied with statements by German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel and European Union [EU] Com- 
missioner Hans van den Broek on the EU Council of 
Ministers agreement on beginning accession negotia- 
tions with Cyprus and EU-Turkish customs union. 


Commenting on the various evaluations and the confu- 
sion regarding the phrase accession talks may begin or 
can begin, President Kliridhis said that when he was a 
student in 1936 his professor tried to explain the differ- 
ence between the British term may, which means if | 
want to I can, and can, which means there is no obstacle. 
The president explained this to a Council of Ministers 
meeting today. 


Asked to comment on the Brussels agreement, Foreign 
Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis said his view is contained 
in President Kliridhis’ statement on the issue yesterday. 
Asked to comment on statements yesterday that the 
Brussels agreement is different from the Kranidhiotis- 
Juppe formula, Mikhailidhis referred correspondents to 
government spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis. 


President, Greek Minister Welcome Brussels EU 
Decision 

NC0702150395 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 

7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Glavkos Kliridhis has 
said that the Brussels decision for the beginning of 
accession negotiations with Cyprus is a very positive step 
that is finally opening up the road toward European 
Union [EU] membership. In his statement, Kliridhis 
said the decision reaffirms most emphatically that it is 
suitable that Cyprus join the EU and that Europe is 
willing to accept Cyprus in its next enlargement. 


The statement adds: Although the EU Council of For- 
eign Ministers has ascertained that there has been no 
progress on the Cyprus issue it decided that negotiations 
with Cyprus can begin six months after the conclusion of 
the 1996 intergovernmental conference because it 
believes that EU membership will give the entire Cypriot 
people a sense of security. prosperity, and peace. Presi- 
dent Kliridhis added that the EU also intends to adopt a 
specific pre-accession strategy that will be decided at the 
next EU-Cyprus Association Council meeting. 


President Kliridhis has stressed that, despite the tremen- 
dous difficulties and obstacles, this positive development 
is due to the close cooperation and coordination of actions 
between the Greek and Cypriot Governments and the 
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decisiveness of the Greek Government. The president 
thanked the Greek Government for its firm stance. 


Greek Deputy Foreign Minister Yeoryios-Alexandros 
Mangakis said the decision of the EU Council of Foreign 
Ministers to begin accession talks is opening up the road 
for Cyprus’ accession to the EU. Mangakis told the 
Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation that the agreement 
rules out the possibility of Cyprus being kept hostage to 
the Turkish Cypriot side because the agreement provides 
no role for the Turkish Cypriot or the Turkish side. 


The draft agreement, which will have to be ratified by 
the governments within six days, mentions that Cyprus’ 
accession to the EU will benefit both countries and 
contribute to social peace and reconciliation. Mangakis 
said the European Union will pa ticipate in promoting 
the UN procedure for finding a solution to the Cyprus 
issue. He added that the European Union will make a 
statement saying that it will combat exports from the 
occupied part of Cyprus, which are presented as Turkish, 
to Europe. 


The Greek deputy foreign minister said with the Brussels 
decision, the Greek side not only has achieved the best 
possible decision but the best of what it was hoping for. 
In exchange for setting a timetable for the beginning of 
accession negotiations within six months after the con- 
clusion of the 1996 intergovernmental conference, 
Greece lifted its veto to the EU-Turkish Customs Union 
agreement, which is expected to begin on | January 
1996. Greece, however, is maintaining its reservations 
regarding the fourth financial protocol and the move- 
ment of Turkish citizens in its territory. 


Denktas: EU Decision on Accession Talks Not 
Alarming 


TA0702135495 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1130 GMT 7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Rauf Denktas has 
declared that the European Union [EU] Council of 
Ministers decision concerning Customs Union with 
Turkey and the negotiations for south Cyprus’ member- 
ship in the EU will be evaluated, adding: We do not see 
any reason to be alarmed. 


Commenting on the outcome of the EU Council of 
Ministers meeting last night, Denktas said that he would 
like to see the actual text of the decision, because the 
words used in the decision are very important. Denktas 
remarked that the necessary assessment will be con- 
ducted at the Republican Assembly with the party 
leaders after seeing the text of the decision. 


The EU Council of Ministers last night decided that the 
negotiations for Cyprus’ membership in the EU will stari 
after the intergovernmental conference to be held in 
1996 or 1997. 
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AKEL Faults Brussels Decision on Accession 
Talks 


NC0702155395 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 
7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] An AKEL [Restorative Party of 
the Working People] statement says the agreement in 
principle that has been reached in Brussels cannot be 
considered a victory and any celebrations are not justi- 
fied. The statement described the Brussels developments 
as negative because the Greek decision to lift its veto 
destroyed a weapon that w2s putting pressure on Turkey. 
It adds: This weapon was sacrificed in the Cypriot 
Government's effort to subjugate everything to the vague 
goal of setting a timetable for the beginning of accession 
negotiations for an unknown duration and conclusion. 


AKEL says: EU membership is essentially referred to an 
undefined time period after the year 2000. The question 
that is being raised is: What will happen to the Cyprus 
issue until then? 


EDEK Wants Clarification of EU Observer's 
Report 

NC0702160195 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 
7 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] An EDEK [United Democratic 
Union of Cyprus] statement called upon the government 
to clarify whether it has made concessions on the sover- 
eignty issue and has negotiated with the Turkish side the 
issue of a rotating presidency, as is mentioned in a report 
by Serge Abou, the European Union [EU] observer on 
the Cyprus issue. The EDEK statement mentions that if 
Abou’s report is true, then a tremendous issue is being 
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created dealing with order and a violation of the declared 
positions of the government and National Council. 


Government spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis said the 
report of Serge Abou, the EU observer for the Cyprus 
issue, was very positive and the EU Council of Foreign 
Ministers would not have made its decision without it. 
Kasoulidhis said that in his informal talks with Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas, President Glavkos Kliri- 
dhis said he is ready to discuss sovereignty issues but 
with no commitment. He also pointed out that the EU 
observer's report made no reference to a rotating presi- 
dency but included other ideas and solutions that safe- 
guard Cyprus’ integrity. 

In connection with the points mentioned in the EDEK 
statement, the EU observer's report—the Cyprus Broad- 
casting Corporation has a copy of the report—mentions 
that in the informal talks, Kliridhis asked his interloc- 
utor to consider mutual concessions. He said the Greek 
Cypriots would consider the issue of sovereign authority 
for each of the federal states within the framework of a 
sovereign federation and the Turkish Cypriot side 
should accept EU membership for this federation. The 
statement adds that President Kliridhis—always in an 
exploratory framework—referred to the issue of a federal 
presidency and demilitarization as part of an overall 
solution. 


The report adds that if an agreement could be reached 
for an acceptable territorial settlement that would allow 
a large number of Greek Cypriots to return to their 
property under Greek Cypriot administration, it would 
be easier to find a solution to the problem of those who 
would necessarily have to move and on the issue of 
reimbursement for lost property of both sides. Abou 
mentions in his report that Denktas did not want to 
discuss these proposals, adding that these are proposals 
that deserve to be considered carefully. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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30 GREECE 


Karamanlis Thanks Clinton for Interest in Cyprus 


NC0602185995 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1600 GMT 6 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Konstandinos Kara- 
manlis sent a letter to U.S. President Bill Clinton 
thanking him for his personal interest in resolving the 
Cyprus issue. In his letter, Karamanlis notes that it is 
necessary to find a just, viable solution to the Cyprus 
problem, stressing the important role that the United 
States is called upon to play. The president added that 
the prospect of Cyprus joining the European Union 
might contribute to achieving significant progress in this 
direction. 


Ratification of EU Decision on Talks Uncertain 


NC0702160595 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 7 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Answering questions, govern- 
ment spokesman Evangelos Venizelos said the decision 
to begin accession talks is not a decision of the European 
Union [EU] Council of Foreign Ministers but a compro- 
mise product and the Greek Government has been 
notified about it. The government has not accepted 
anything yet and in the next few days will examine 
yesterday's outcome in detail. 


Venizelos said that at first glance, one can see there is a 
deviation from the balanced set of ideas that has been 
agreed between French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
and former Deputy Foreign Minister loannis Kranidhi- 
otis. The spokesman added that after examining yester- 
day's outcome the government might not ratify it. 


Mangakis To Resign If EU Decision Not Ratified 


NC0702220795 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 2000 GMT 
7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Greek Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yeoryios-Alexandros Mangakis tonight clearly threat- 
ened to resign if the Greek Government does not ratify 
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the decision of the European Union [EU] Council of 
Foreign Ministers for Cyprus’ accession and the Turkish 
Customs Union agreement. 


According to the Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation corre- 
spondent in Brussels, Mangakis attributed the criticism for 
the decision to inadequate information and mentioned per- 
sonal dignity. Speaking to Greek reporters in the Belgian 
capital tonight, the Greek minister said the Kranidhiotis- 
Juppe formula was not an agreement of the Council of 
Ministers but an agreement between the two officials to be 
used as a Starting point for discussions with the rest of the 
partners. He continued: The French presidency abandoned 
some parts of this starting point and last night the Greek 
delegation was presented with proposals that were far off and 
far worse than the Kranidhiotis-Juppe formula. Mangakis 
said: However, a most significant step has been made and the 
Council of Ministers politically committed itself to begin 
accession negotiations with Cyprus six months after the 
conclusion of the 1996 intergovernment conference. He con- 
cluded: This means that the Cyprus issue is freed from the 
deadly Turkish desire to sentence it to a life-time stillness. 


eee Praises Deputy Foreign Minister's 
ole 

NC0802084995 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 0500 GMT 8 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Athens is very doubtful about the 
European Union [EU] Council of Foreign Ministers 
agreement in principle on beginning accession talks with 
Cyprus and simultaneously lifting Greek reservations 
over EU-Turkish customs union. 


Answering a question on the issue, government spokesman 
Evangelos Venizelos said: As I stated this morning, Greek 
Deputy Foreign Minister Yeoryios-Alexandros Mangakis 
handled very difficult negotiations and achieved a better 
result from the EU Council of Ministers’ discussions. The 
issue is very important. The Greek goals and criteria are 
known and the Greek Government will evaluate the 
overall! ~ackage of regulations. Everything that was said in 
Brussels must be ratified by the member states. A similar 
calm evaluation might be made in a conference under 
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou after Mangakis 
returns from Brussels. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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